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ootball. Baseball. Basketball. Golf. For twehty years, 

Daniel A. Moore has been commemorating historic 
sporting events using his gift of painting. The majority of 
Daniel Moore’s masterful sports creations are football paint- 
ings revolving around his beloved alma mater, the University 
of Alabama. Crimson & White and Other Colors catalogs the 
entire collection, from "The Goal Line Stand" in 1979 to "Run 
in the Mud” in 1999. In addition, the book features every 
published painting by the artist and many more unpublished 
works, rarely seen before now. A written commentary by the 
artist offers his personal insights into each beautifully repro- 
duced, full-color painting. Transcending the artwork itself, the 
book also contains an inspiring biography of Daniel Moore. 
From his childhood years through college—from commercial 
artist to full-time painter—the story is told of the influences, 
struggles and successes along the way. 


Published in a coffee-table for- 
mat, the book opens toa full 
21”x 10” spread. Approximately 
160 full-color pages. 


AVAILABLE FALL OF 1999 


Regular Edition: $69.95 
Pre-publication price: $59.95 


Hard-bound, cloth-cover with dust jacket. 


Limited Edition: $279.00 
Pre-publication price: $220.00 


Embossed, leather-bound cover with slip case. A collec- 
tor’s piece, each Limited Edition book is personally signed 
and numbered by Daniel A. Moore. Strictly limited to 
1,979 books. 


Artist’s Edition: $1,500.00 
Pre-publication price: $1,250.00 


Embossed, leather-bound cover with slip case. Highly 
collectible. Each Artist's Editionbook contains a different, 
original pencil drawing by the artist. Each book is per- 
sonally signed and numbered by Daniel A. Moore. Strictly 
limited to 79 books. 


Pre-publication prices effective through Oct. 15, 1999. 
Sales tax: Ala. residents add 8% Shipping: $6 per book 


CALL TOLL-FREE TO ORDER-24 HOURS A DAY: 


1-800-735-2787 


VISA, MASTERCARD AND AMEX WELCOME! 


New Life Art, Inc. * 3600 Lornaridge Drive « Birmingham, Alabama 35216 
For additional information on Daniel A. Moore collectibles, visit our website at www.newlifeart.com 


©1999 New Life Art, Inc. 
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Order these college sports 


ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 33 issues, 2 yearbooks, $59 
ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 17 magazines, $44.90 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 

10 magazines, 12 newsletters, $35 

BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 12 issues, $34.95 
BYU - Cougar Sports Magazine 24 issues, $44.95 
CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 10 issues, 1 yearbook, $25.95 
CINCINNATI - Bearcat Sports Digest 20 issues, $32.95 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 20 issues, $39 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 14 issues, $35 
DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 25 issues, $31.95 

EAST CAROLINA - Pirate’s Chest 20 issues, $25 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 32 issues, 2 yearbooks, $49.95 
FLORIDASTATE- Osceola 34 issues, 1 yearbook, $48 


. GEORGIA - The Georgia Bulldog Magazine 30 issues, $30 
. GEORGIA TECH - Ramblin’ Wreck 12 issues, $24,95 


ILLINOIS - Fighting Illini 18 issues, $32.95 


. INDIANA - Inside Indiana 26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47 
. IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 25 issues, $42.90 

. IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 25 issues, $46.95 
. KANSAS « Jayhawk Insider 24 issues, $39.95 

. KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 24 issues, $39.95 

. KENTUCKY - Cats’ Pause 35 issues, $47.50 

. LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 32 issues, $43.95 

. LSU- Tiger Rag 34 issues, 2 previews, $52 

. MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 12 issues, $39.95 

. MIAMI - Cane Sport 21 issues, $34.95 

. MICHIGAN - The Wolverine 26 issues, $44.95 

. MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan 18 issues, $32.95 


CALL NOW 
TO ORDER 
1-800-276-840 | 
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. NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 35 issues, 1 yearbook, $39,95 
. NORTH CAROLINA ST. - The Wolfpacker 20 issues, $35.95 

. NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 20 issues, $39.95 

. OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 30 issues, $48 

. OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 17 magazines, $42,95 

. OKLAHOMA ST. - O State Sports Report 16 issues, $34.90 

, OREGON - Fighting Ducks Review 30 issues, $55.95 

. PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 28 issues, $42 

. PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
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Mail to: CSPA SUBSCRIPTIONS, P.O. Box 692, Holmes, PA 19043-0692 


publications for your 
friends and relatives!!! 


You enjoy following your favorite team no matter where you 
live so why not give your friends and family 

the same great opportunity. Every publication listed provides 

player features, game recaps, opponent previews, recruiting 

updates and much, much more. Order your subscription today! 


MISSISSIPPI - The Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues, $40 
MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 24 issues, $39.95 
NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 18 issues, 1 yearbook, $44.95 


26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47.95 


. SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 35 issues, $33 
. SYRACUSE - The Big Orange 24 issues, $44 

. TEMPLE - OwlScoop 18 issues, $34.95 

. TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 33 issues, $43 

. TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 25 issues, 2 guides, $34,97 
. TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 25 issues, $42.95 

. TEXAS A&M - Aggies Illustrated 17 magazines, $42.95 
, TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 16 issues, $34.90 

. VANDERBILT- The Commodore Report 28 issues, $41 
. VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 12 issues, $27.95 

. VIRGINIA TECH - The Hokie Huddler 33 issues, $37,95 
. WAKE FOREST - Gold Rush 16 issues, $29.95 

. WASHINGTON - Sports Washington 17 issues, $34.95 
. WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 32 issues, $32.95 
. WISCONSIN- Inside Wisconsin 25 issues, $39.95 


Rick the Ref is a registered trademark and is 
owned by McMillen Communications. 


Want to preview a publication? 
Visit the CSPA website at 
www.cspa-pub.com 
and then link to it 
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Publishing Information 
‘BAMA. INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
(USPS 489-470; ISSN 0195-0975) is pub- 
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to May by College Sports Publications, Inc., 
2116 8th Street, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. 
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Two Ways to Dial! 


1-900-860-1979 
or Toll Free at 1-800-390-5010* 


*Same Great Information. Same Cost. 
With our new credit card systemyou can access the BAMA 
HOTLINE from hotels, pay phones, work, 
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VISA and MasterCard accepted. 


Charge is $1.59 per minute 
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Miguel Merritt is perhaps Bama’s best linebacker 
and he’s one of the leaders of the Crimson Tide 
defense. Although he has had problems off the 
field, on the field he is a terror. See Page 16. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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The Freshmen: 


Major Contributions Come Early 6 
This year’s freshmen signees have earned the significant playing time expected, but the amount of 
starting time by first-year players has been a surprise. by J.E. Lisby 

Terry Jones, Jr.: 

He’s Been Better Than Advertised 12 


Terry Jones, Jr., the son of Alabama’s strength coach, played only one year of high school football, that 
as a defensive lineman and that in his junior year. Yet he has been a starter at tight end since his fresh- 
man season at Alabama, and he’s becoming an offensive force. by J.E. Lisby 


Miguel Merritt: 

Determined To Overcome All Odds 14 
The difficulties of football games must seem trivial to Miguel Merritt, who has had to overcome cancer 
in order to play this season. The former junior college star is one of Alabama's defensive captains and 
an outstanding linebacker. by Chris Olds 
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Head Men's Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried believes that Alabama's rebuilding begins this year with 
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ble one of those squads, at least in the early going. by Ted James 
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No Void In Skill Positions 24 
While this may be the Year of the Big Man in Alabama high school football, there are some outstand- 
ing prospects among the skill position players. by James Edwards 
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Basketball Schedules & Rosters 23 
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The Freshmen: 


Major Contributions Come Early 


by J.E. Lisby 


Alabama signees earn 
playing and starting time 


labama fans seeking a return to foot- 

ball dominance for the Tide have 

placed a great deal of hope in this 
year's incoming [freshman class. And with 
good reason. No one doubts the importance 
of coaching—least of all Alabama fans. But 
as the saying goes, “You can’t coach in what 
the good Lord left out.” And this year’s 
freshmen class comes fully loaded. 

Early in the season, Alabama had three 
true freshmen starting on a regular basis. 
Doom, despair and agony, right? Not neces- 
sarily. At least not when the three are Dante 
Ellington (6-5, 340 pounds, right tackle), 
Kenny King (6-4, 275, right defensive end) 
and Saleem Rasheed (6-2, 220, outside 
linebacker). 

Rasheed, easily the highest -rated 
linebacker in the state of Alabama last sea- 
son, was expected to play early and often for 
the Tide defense, But Saleem exceeded even 
his own expectations when he became the 
first true freshman in the history of Alabama 
football to start on defense in the season- 
opening game. “Saleem’s starting was related 
to our linebacker suspensions,” Head Coach 
Mike DuBose said. “But since he’s had the 
opportunity, he’s won the starting job on his 
own.” 

Despite being a Parade All-America, 
Kenny King had to listen to his Daphne 
High School coach, Steve Savarese, tell him 
over and over again, “You've got to get in 
shape. Once you're in college, it’s a whole 
different world.” The advice wasn’t that un- 
usual. However, King’s reaction was. Most 
star high school linemen assume that their 
size alone will continue to carry them when 
they get to college. Not Kenny King. 

“I was fortunate in that a lot of people 
gave me good advice,” King said. “My high 
school coach continually told me to get in 
shape. He talked to my parents and they set 
me up with a trainer. Freshmen who come 
in and have to try to get in shape while 


they're learning the plays have it hard. But if 


you arrive in shape, you can just concen- 
trate on what you have to do,” 
King’s offensive counterpart, Dante 


ee ee 


Outside linebacker Saleem Rasheed became the first Alabama football player in over half a century to 


start on defense in the opening game of his freshman season. 


Ellington, is blessed with natural quickness 
and innate strength. Some might assume his 
best attributes are physical. However, Neil 
Callaway, offensive coordinator and offen- 
sive line coach for the Tide, would beg to 
differ. “Dante has tremendous talent, but the 
biggest thing that separates him from the 
other freshmen linemen is his work ethic 
and his toughness,” Callaway said. “All our 
guys are talented, but Dante brought work 
habits and toughness that most incoming 
freshmen just don’t have.” 

Jarret Johnson can also claim the unusual 
status of starting a game for Alabama as a 
true freshman. In his case, it was mostly due 
to the starter (Kenny Smith) being injured 
and missing practice prior to the Houston 
game (which Johnson started), but Johnson 
is a key part of the rotation at defensive 
tackle for the Tide. The 6-4, 270-pounder 
was considered one of the top five linemen 


Barry Fikes Photo 


in Florida last season. 

His position coach is certainly sold on 
Jarrets—and Kenny King’s—abilities. “I real- 
ly enjoy coaching both of them,” Coach 
Lance Thompson said. “They’re the type 
kids who can bring this program back. With 
their character, attitude and work ethic, 
both are throwbacks to an earlier time of 
Alabama football.” 


uBose admits to being fooled by 
freshmen contributors, “I didn’t 
think we would have many, or 
maybe even any, who would start,” he said. 
“But | miscalculated a little on the aca- 
demics and thought we might have even 
more playing.” Though not expected to 
start, several true freshmen are playing key 
roles as back-ups this season. 
With the decision to open up the offense, 
recruiting quality receivers capable of 
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stretching opposing defenses became cru- 
cial. Antonio (AC) Carter's decision to sign 
with the Tide signaled that the best young 
receivers now recognize that Alabama is se- 
rious about passing the football. Carter (5-9, 
190) was one of the highest rated receivers 
in the South last season, “Antonio's got all 
the things you look for in a great wide re- 
ceiver,” Dabo Swinney, Tide receivers coach, 
said. “He's got great natural hands. He catch- 
es the ball. He's instinctive. He's got great 
feet and maneuverability. And then he's got 
that tremendous speed. I expect him to be a 
star on this team.” 

Alonzo Ephraim (6-3, 280) is currently 
listed second string at center. With Paul 
Hogan's nagging leg injury, “Zo” will likely 
get plenty of playing time. His position 
coach believes in his ability. “He’s working 
hard and is developing toughness,” 
Callaway said. “Center isn’t easy to play. 
Alonzo's a bright young man. Plus, he’s got 
good quickness, which is important for that 
position.” 

Jeremy Walker (6-3, 245) is willing to play 
wherever needed. He prefers fullback, but a 
combination of depth at that position and 
problems for the Tide at linebacker prompt- 
ed a switch. “Coach DuBose approached me 
and said he needed me to move to lineback- 
er.” Walker said. “I told him I'd do it if it 
would help the team.” Where this talented 
freshman winds up will be one of the more 
interesting questions of the spring. 

With the departure of NFL first-round 
draft choice Fernando Bryant, it was clear 
that the Tide needed to recruit quality de- 
fensive backs capable of playing early. In 
Gerald Dixon (6-0, 175) and Hirchel Bolden 
(6-0, 188), Defensive Backs Coach Charlie 
Harbison has two of the best athletes on the 
team—Ireshman or otherwise. 

Bolden is projected as either a safety or 
cornerback. “Hirchel’s just talented,” 
Harbison said. “He’s a good young man who 
works hard with a lot of natural ability. We'll 
work him at safety and if it comes to it. 
some corner.” 

Gerald Dixon (already widely known by 
his nickname “Smoke”) impressed the Tide 
coaches with his speed and talent almost 
immediately. Dixon definitely doesn’t lack 
for confidence. “I enjoy playing on special 
teams, but my place is at cornerback,” 
Dixon said. “Making plays is what | do, so it 
doesn’t really matter where | am.” 


his freshman class is also projected to 
play a vital role on special teams. 
Some (like Dixon and Bolden) will 
participate on special teams and also provide 
position depth so others can help as well. 
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Athleticism alone will insure others play on 
special teams. 

Santonio Beard’s late rush to qualify is one 
of the best stories of this class. Virtually ev- 
eryone had written off his chances. Beard 
proved conclusively that hard work doesn’t 
pay off just on the football field. During his 
months at Milford Prep in Connecticut, he 
not only raised his core grade point average, 
but took ACT prep courses as well and post- 
ed a qualifying score. The 6-1, 200-pound 
speedy tailback is expected to battle next 
year to take over Shaun Alexander's posi- 
tion. However, this season he'll do most of 
his best work on special teams. DuBose has 
promised to use him in virtually all phases, 
including returning kickoffs. “Santonio does 
a good job for us at running back,” Callaway 
said. “He's highly skilled and we're going to 
play him a lot on special teams along with 
his backup work at tailback. He'll contribute 
to the squad this season.” 

At 5-8, 165, Roberto McBride has the du- 
bious distinction of being the smallest mem- 
ber of the freshman class. However, every- 
thing (including height) is relative and the 
“quick as a hiccup” cornerback has im- 
pressed his position coach. “Roberto is a 


quick one,” Harbison said. “He's fast, too. 
He works hard and he’s a great kid to be 
around.” McBride's speed is being put to 
good use covering kicks on special teams. 

Leslie Williams was a heavily recruited de- 
fensive lineman out of Stone Mountain, 
Georgia, originally expected to attend 
Georgia Tech (Thompson's former employ- 
er). However, when his entrance hit a snag, 
Coach Thompson happily added Leslie to 
the Alabama class. At 6-5 the incredibly 
agile Williams can disrupt a passing offense 
from his defensive end position. However, 
listed at 205 pounds, he obviously needs to 
add some weight to avoid being pushed 
around by heavier linemen. “Because of his 
strength and size he’s not an every-down 
lineman right now,” Thompson said. “We're 
going to feed him three meals a day and 
long-term we're hoping he'll grow into a 
280-pound monster end. This season he'll 
be a situational role player and help on spe- 
cial teams.” 


t 6-6, 315, Dennis Alexander had ex- 
cellent size for an offensive lineman 
and Tennessee did offer the Memphis 
athlete a scholarship late in the process. But 
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it was too late. Dennis stuck with his com- 
mitment to the Tide. Unfortunately, 
Alexander arrived on campus in less than 
perfect shape and has been playing catch-up 
for the past several weeks. “Whether or not 
Dennis plays this season is still wp in the 
air,” Callaway said. “We've been pleased 
with his progress since reporting in the 
summer and | think he'll be very good in the 
future.” 

The decision to redshirt a player can be 
made for a variety of reasons. An athlete 
may simply not be physically ready lor the 
demands of Division | competition. The 
squad may haye a stockpile of talent at a 
given position. Certain positions (like kick- 
ers) simply don't require as many warm bod- 
ies. And injuries can give the coaches no 
other choice than to hold a youngster out 
for a year. This freshman class has individu- 
als who fit into each category, 

At 6-2, 190, Brandon Greer fits the profile 
of a big receiver with the size to catch the 
ball in traffic. The sure-handed recruit out of 
Rainbow City definitely has potential. “He's 
got unbelievable hands and he absolutely 
will catch anything you throw to him,” 
Swinney said. “I expect that Brandon will 
develop into an excellent receiver for us, but 
he’s a guy who needs a redshirt year.” 

Brandon Miree’s likely redshirt year can 
paradoxically be blamed on his friend and 
mentor, Shaun Alexander. Both are [rom the 
same part of the country (Miree lives across 
the river from Shaun in Cincinnati, Ohio) 
and worked out together early in the sum- 
mer, However, the 6-1, 225-pound tailback 
has the misfortune of playing the same posi- 
tion as his Heisman-hopeful friend. The 
coaches love Miree’s potential. “We're very 
pleased and excited about watching Brandon 
work and the things he's able to do with the 
football,” Callaway said. “He's a physical 
running back with good vision who can 
make tacklers miss in the open field. But at 
this point, with our depth at tailback, he'll 
likely redshirt,” 

Casey Gilbert (6-4, 293) is a player caught 
between positions. His preference is to play 
tight end. However, his size has prompted 
many to suggest his future could lie on the 
offensive line, “If Casey is going to be a tight 
end, he'll have to lose a little weight to add 
speed,” Callaway explained. "He's got good 
strength as a blocker, but he’s in between a 
guard and tight end right now.” 

Probably none of the incoming freshmen 
faced a bigger challenge adjusting to college 
football than Charles Jones. In high school 
the 6-0, 175-pounder played quarterback, 
However, in college he's projected to be a 
safety, Jones is a litle light for the position 


Although the offensive line is considered among 

the most difficult spots for a freshman to break 

into, Dante Ellington won a first team job. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


and will definitely benefit [rom a year in the 
weight room. 

Danny Haynes, the 6-0, 190-pound walk- 
on placekicker, is everyone's choice for best 
individual story among the lreshmen. Danny 
was born with severely underdeveloped 
arms, but managed to turn himself into a 
record-breaking kicker anyway. The coaches 
love his leg—and his heart. DuBose has 
called him “an example of courage and de- 
termination.” With senior Ryan Pflugner 
holding down placekicking duties, the plan 
is to hold Danny out so he'll have four full 
seasons of eligibility left, 

When this class was signed, Matt Lomax 
was as heralded as any of the offensive line 
recruits. He had chosen Alabama over a host 
of offers from major programs and at 6-4, 
295 pounds with amazingly quick feet for a 
lineman his size Matt hoped to do what 
Dante and Alonzo have accomplished—earn 
playing time as a true freshman. However, 
an injury made that impossible. “Matt's 
coming off knee surgery so it’s hard to evalu- 
ate him yet,” Callaway said. “Obviously, he’s 
behind because of that time away.” 

Most predicted that quarterback Josh 
Parker would likely redshirt this season, 
And that was before Josh hurt his knee. 
Quarterbacks Coach Charlie Stubbs loves 
his size (6-4 1/2, 210 pounds) and athleti- 
cism. “He has all the raw talent you look for 
in a quarterback,” Stubbs explained. “He re- 
ally stands tall in the pocket and throws the 
ball extremely well. He’s got arm strength, 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/OCTOBER "99 


touch and he can throw the long ball. With 
his injury, he’s being redshirted, but come 
January he should be ready to go and we ex- 
pect to have some fun with him in the 
spring. 

Like Kenny King, Tyler Harris’ plan was to 
work himself into the best shape of his life 
and arrive on campus ready to compete for 
playing time. At 6-1, 204, Harris started out 
at safety and had impressed the coaches 
with his conditioning. Time will tell 
whether or not Tyler adds weight and 
“grows” into an outside linebacker, but a 
shoulder injury requiring surgery has tem- 
porarily derailed his efforts and will man- 
date a redshirt year. 

Tide Assistant Head Coach and Recruiting 
Coordinator Ronnie Cottrell said, “We knew 
this was a special group of guys when we 
signed them. Alabama is going to sign tal- 
ented athletes every year. But this group is a 
very mature group and that maturity is what 
is allowing them to have such an impact this 
early. 

“Coach DuBose’s philosophy is to recruit 
the very best players we can and fit them 
wherever they can play as early as possible. 
These guys have done that.” 


Kenny King has been a pleasant surprise for the Alabama football team as he has taken over as a 
starter at defensive end in what is a good, deep, experienced front. Barry Fikes Photo 
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He’s Been Better Than Advertised 


by J.E. Lisby 


Soph tight end has begun 
second year as a Starter 


old on to your dreams, but under- 
He that life is unpredictable. Deal 

with just one day at a time, and if 
adversity does hit, accept it as a challenge 
and know that God has a purpose. Profound 
stuff. And all the more impressive when you 
hear it from a young man little more than a 
year removed from his high school prom. 

Right now, Terry Jones, Jr. (“TJ” to his 
friends but “Junior” to most of the Alabama 
football coaching staff) is entrenched as a 
starter for the nationally-ranked Crimson 
Tide. The sophomore tight end is strong, 
healthy and counted upon to be an integral 
part of the Bama offense. 

All of that is remarkable enough. However, 
its the road that Jones traveled over the last 
year and a half that tells this story-and 
helped instill wisdom in one so young. 

Go back to late 1997. Terry Jones is enjoy- 
ing his senior year of high school as a star 
athlete for the Central High Falcons of 
Tuscaloosa. Despite missing, his last football 
season due to a dispute with his head coach, 
Jones’ status is about as high as it can get for 
a teenager, He is listed as a top five football 
prospect in Alabama. And depending on the 
source, either Terry or Sam Haginas is the 
top basketball prospect in the state. 

His time is spent going to class, playing 
basketball, enjoying his star status and fend- 
ing off recruiting calls and visits from col- 
leges interested in his athletic ability. In fact, 
he is seriously considering signing with a 
schoo] that would allow him to play both 
football and basketball, almost unheard of at 
the Division I level. Jones has both Georgia 
Tech and Indiana high on his list precisely 
because both universities are willing to let 
him try thar difficult double. 

“Basketball was my first love,” Jones said. 
“I've been playing since | was about eight. In 
high school I was 6-4 and 250 pounds and | 
played both forward positions.” 

Sometimes though, chance has a way of 
cruelly taking a hand. “I remember the in- 
jury clearly,” Jones said. “It was December 
16 and we were playing Prattville. I went up 
for a rebound and a player undercut me. | 
came down and my knee hyper-extended. 

“It felt funny, but I stayed in, | played fora 
few minutes, but it kept giving way so 1 
asked the coach to take me out. The trainer 
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didn’t want to tell me, but [ knew it was 
probably torn. 

“It really got me down,” Jones said. “I 
thought my playing days were over. | didn't 
think anybody would take a chance on me.” 

Being discouraged was certainly under- 
standable. Luckily for Jones, his father was 
there to help. Terry's father is Terry Jones, 
Sr., the head strength and conditioning 
coach for the Tide. “God has a reason for 
this,” Jones, Sr, told him. “He probably 
wants to make you a hard worker and to 
teach you not to take anything [or granted.” 

Even before the surgery, father and son 
were in the weight room (with young Terry 
wearing a knee brace) working to strengthen 
the muscles surrounding the injured knee. 

“Hard work was the main lesson I learned 
from the injury,” Jones Jr. said. “My dad 
used to tell me 1 was inconsistent, But then 
alter the surgery 1 knew | had to work out 
every day. 'd spend five hours a day just try- 
ing to get ready,” 

Most freshmen linemen show up for fall 
practice without any understanding of what 
is necessary to play big-time college football. 
They have dominated in high school on size 
alone and are often surprised at the strength 
and speed of their teammates. Not Terry 
Jones, Jr. 

“Here, everybody's big and strong,” Jones 
Jr. said. “In the SEC you've got some of the 
best athletes in the world and you've got to 
work to be able to compete. So, when I first 
got here I just kept working hard and I 
didn’t stop.” 

Less than eight months removed from 
major knee surgery and not having played 
organized football in over a year, Jones 
found himself starting for Alabama, 
“Starting as a true freshman last season real- 
ly surprised me,” Jones said, “The first time 
| saw my name on the Starting roster and got 
that white jersey was a wonderful feeling.” 

His coaches admit that it was a lot to ex- 
pect. “It probably wasn't fair to ask him to 
do that,” said Neil Callaway, the Tide's offen- 
sive coordinator and offensive line coach. 
“He had only played one year of high school 
ball as a junior and then didn't play as a se- 
nior and yet he started for us at tight end.” 

He turned in a solid performance during 
that season as an effective blocking tight 
end, But Jones admits that his knee injury 
limited his effectiveness. This year, however, 
promises to be different. 

According to Ronnie Cottrell, Bama’s assis- 
tant head coach whose many duties also in- 
clude tight ends coach, “Terry's made 
tremendous progress, With the plans that 
Coach Stubbs (Quarterbacks Coach Charlie 
Stubbs) and Coach Callaway have for TJ, | 
think he'll have a big role in our offense.” 


labama’s commitment to utilize the 
Arnon tight end in the passing 

game seems clear. “Tight end is a po- 
sition where you usually can shake a guy 
like Terry open,” Stubbs said. “We want to 
get to the point where opposing defenses 
have to defend the tight end. That gives 
their coaches something else to worry about. 
1 definitely will make sure that we have 
plays called where Terry's the first read.” 

Tide Head Coach Mike DuBose expects 
Terry Jones to make a big difference for the 
offense blocking and catching the ball. “We 
looked at tapes last year and there were 
times when the opposing defense ignored 
our tight end,” DuBose said. “If we allow de- 
fenses to play us like they did last season, 
we'll be making a huge mistake. We've got 
to soften them up and make them honor our 
tight end.” 

However he's utilized, all Jones wants is a 
chance to contribute. He said, “Whether we 
run the ball or pass, whether we use one 
light end or two, | just want to be on the 
field. 

“Last year we passed a lot, This year we'll 
run and pass. Thatll keep the defenses edgy 
because they won't know what's coming. 
Then Andrew Zow, Freddie Milons and all 
the rest of our wide receivers can have a 
field day-including myself if they get the 
chance to throw me the ball.” 

With Jones well into his second season as 
a Starter at The Capstone, it’s easy to forget 
that he almost went elsewhere. As thou- 
sands of football fans can attest, being 
coached by your father in peewee football is 
certainly not unusual. But choosing a col- 
lege with Dad on the staff is a little out of 
the ordinary, In fact, most 18-year-olds pre- 
fer Lo get away from home. 

Terry Jones, Jr. was no different. “Dad was 
here and I'd been around the program all my 
life,” Jones Jr. said, “] thought I wanted to 
experience something new. Plus, | was hop- 
ing to play basketball, too,” 

In the end, though, the son heard the 
same call as the father did years before. 
Terry Jones, Sr., starred for the Crimson Tide 
first as a center, then as a noseguard in the 
1970s. 

“The tradition brought me to Alabama.” 
Jones Jr. said. “1 took all my visits, but as the 
recruiting process went along, I saw parts of 
the University that I didn't see before. 1 saw 
the fans. | saw what the players went 
through to get ready for a game. 

“lL took my official visit here and, even 
though | already knew everything about it, | 
fell in love with the school all over again. 
They took us on the field (at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium), They called out my name over the 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/OCTOBER “99 


Alabama coaches had been promising they were going to include tight end Terry Jones, Jr., in the Alabama offense. In this year’s Houston game they finally 
made good on that pledge, and Jones responded with an exceptional game. He had three receptions for 124 yards, an average of over 41 yards per catch, in- 


cluding a 39-yard touchdown that closed out the scoring in Bama’s 38-10 victory. 


PA. system and showed my picture on the 
scoreboard. It brought tears to my eyes. Just 
to be out there in the same place that my 
dad played. It was just wonderful. 

“When I came to a decision, it was really 
easy. Alabama was always in the back of my 
mind and in my heart.” 

Of course, Bama recruiting wizard Ronnie 
Cottrell, who joined the Bama staff that 
January, might have had something to do 
with Terry's decision. “When | came from 
Florida State, there were several guys on the 
board (at tight end),” Cottrell explained. 
“But | quickly told Coach DuBose, ‘That's 
the guy I want to coach.’ ” 

“We knew he was an athlete, but we had 
no idea he'd develop into the tight end he 
is,” DuBose said. “Remember that he'd never 
played the position before. He was a good 
basketball player and we hoped he'd do 
some things because of his athleticism. But I 
think all of us (coaches) would admit that 
we're surprised at the speed at which he’s 
progressed.” 

Coach Cottrell agreed. “I knew he was a 
good athlete, but | never dreamed he'd be as 
good as he is this quickly. He didn’t play his 
senior year of high school football so you 
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didn’t expect him to play as a true freshman, 
but he did. And you probably wouldn’t ex- 
pect him to be an outstanding player as a 
sophomore, but he is. Really, nothing sur- 
prises me with Terry.” 


urprising or not, the improvement 
Sm by Terry Jones as a steadying 

presence on the offensive line and a re- 
ceiver in the passing offense is welcomed by 
Tide fans. 

“My maturity this year is more mental 
than physical,” Jones said. “Right now [’m 
more comfortable. I've got all the first year 
jitters behind me and now I can help the 
new players. Last season Chris Samuels and 
Will Cuthbert helped me. When | made a 
mistake they'd say, ‘Ivll be okay. We'll just 
make it up the next play.’ This year I can 
help with Dante Ellington (true freshman 
starting at right tackle) during the game. | 
know many of the calls he’s got to make and 
I can help take the pressure off him.” 

The coaches recognize the change in their 
young tight end. “There’s no question the 
biggest difference in TJ from last year to this 
year is maturity,” Callaway said. “He's a lot 
more confident. He knows what to do and he’s 
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got a lot more knowledge and experience.” 

“Starting at the same position two years in 
a row, you'd expect improvement from TJ 
and we're seeing that,” DuBose said. 
“Especially as a receiving tight end—blocking 
too, but especially receiving. He’s an excel- 
lent runner after he catches the football.” 

Let’s review. Intelligent, weight room 
demon, 6-4, 260-plus pounds, runs well, 
catches the ball in traffic, blocks like an of- 
fensive lineman, and an excellent athlete. 

It certainly sounds like Terry Jones Jr. has 
a better than even chance of joining the 
Tide’s three most recent tight ends (Patrick 
Hape, Tony Johnson and Rod Rutledge) in 
the NFL one day. 

“Every young child has a dream of being a 
professional athlete,” Jones said. “If 1 get the 
opportunity to go to the NFL, then I'll do it. 
1 honestly don’t think about it much, 
though. Once you start thinking too much 
ahead, you start making mistakes. Of course 
I have my dreams, but | try and live one day 
at a time. Like my Dad said, God has a rea- 
son for everything. Whether I wind up play- 
ing football on Sundays in ‘The League’ or 
even if | wind up injured again, it'll just be 
another lesson that He's trying to teach me.” 
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Determined To Overcome All Odds 


by Chris Olds 


Senior linebacker has 
already been a big winner 


e may be a starter at linebacker for 

The University of Alabama [football 

team, a junior college All-America 
selection at strong safety, and a two-time 
high school state wrestling champion, but 
Miguel Merritt's recent battles with adversity 
have shown that he is all-too-human, 

Last February, Merritt's stepfather, Charles 
Irvin, died from cancer. In June, a sore 
throat, which had been bugging Merritt 
since last December's Music City Bowl, was 
examined and a cancerous growth was 
found on his vocal cords, A week later, he 
underwent surgery at the University of 
Alabama Medical Center in Birmingham to 
remove the malignant tumor. When prac- 
tices opened for the Tide two months later, 
Merritt was back and fighting for his spot in 
the starting lineup. 

The 23-year-old Hopkinsville, Kentucky, 
product played sparingly in his first year 
with Alabama, collecting 14 tackles, one 
sack, and an interception while also making 
the transition lo a new position. Despite the 
lackluster season, it was his battle with can- 
cer that earned him a leadership role with 
his teammates, who voted him one of 
Alabama's five permanent captains, and the 
attention of the Tide coaching staff. 
(Miguel’s battle with cancer appears to have 
been a successful one, although he returns 
for check-ups every six weeks.) 

Alabama Head Coach Mike DuBose said, 
“Once Miguel made the commitment to 
move from safety to linebacker, that's when 
it started. He had a great spring, then he has 
a situation this summer where he had a ma- 
lignant tumor. You can't help but notice the 
way he’s handled adversity, There hasn’t 
been a day this fall when he couldn't have 
gotten out of practice. All he has to do is tell 
the doctors he isn’t feeling well. He hasn't 
done that a single time. That's real leader- 
ship. There's nothing phony about that.” 

Merritt said he wasn't mentally prepared 
for a fight with cancer after losing his stepfa- 
ther just six months before, but said it has 
made him re-focus on his life and his goals, 

“When I first heard the word ‘cancer’ it 
was really scary,” he said, with a break in his 
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voice. “After losing him and learning that 1 
had cancer was a very scary moment in my 
life, 

“It has made football more important to 
me, because al times | was taking it for 
granted and was going through the motions, 
Then I realized that it could be taken away 
by the snap of your fingers. I realized you 
can't ake anything for granted and you need 
to work hard at everything that you do.” 

Merritt said his mother visited him before 
and after his surgery, and said his extended 
family at The University helped him through 
the remainder of his recovery. 

“L talked to my mom a lot (before the 
surgery), but really I didn’t want to burden 
her with my problem,” Merritt said, “She 
came down when I had surgery the second 
time and took care of me for a while, but the 
coaches and the training staff took good care 
of me after that.” 


oming out of high school as a two- 

time Kentucky all-state football se- 

lection while playing safety and 
linebacker (totaling 115 tackles and four 
sacks as a senior), Merritt also spent time 
moonlighting as a runningback and wide re- 
ceiver and totaled more than 1,500 all-pur- 
pose yards and 32 touchdowns. At that time, 
Alabama wasn't in his plans. 

Merritt signed as part of the Kentucky 
Wildcats’ 1996 recruiting class that included 
first-overall NFL draft pick Tim Couch. 
While Kentucky stock was on the rise, 
Merritt failed to qualify academically. And so 
he traveled more than 2,000 miles west to 
play at the City College of San Francisco. 

Moving from a city of 33,000 people in 


Kentucky's southwest corner, to the home of 


the Golden Gate Bridge was an adjustment, 
he said, but, like his recent struggle, it has 
only made him stronger. 

“San Francisco is like a whole different 
world,” he said. “] was worried about the 
people out there. but the school was fine 
and I learned a lot. It has heen a real experi- 
ence for me, because [ learned a lot on my 
way to Alabama. 

“Junior college makes you a man. In ju- 
nior college you had to pay for everything 
yourself. There wasn't a scholarship for your 
room, board and food. Here, if you are on 
scholarship, you get everything you need, 
We used to ride buses on every away trip, 
and here we fly, | wasn't used to that.” 

Coming from a school that went 10-1 dur- 
ing his freshman season and 11-1 in his All- 
America sophomore season (which included 
him making seven interceptions) to 


Alabama, where he played little on a re- 
building team, was another change. Merritt 
said his choice of UA was aided by CCSF 
linebacker Canary Knight's decision to sign 
with the Tide, his enthusiasm for Assistant 
Head Coach and Recruiting Coordinator 
Ronnie Cottrell, and simple geography—he 
wanted to play closer to home. 

“We (Knight) was one of the reasons | 
came here, but Coach Cottrell was a very 
good recruiter. | really liked him and he 
seemed really interested in his players,” said 
Merritt, listing his other options as Indiana, 
Cincinnati and Arizona State. “But | was just 
trying to get closer to home.” 

Knight said Merritt's struggles this year 
have been tough to watch, and said Merritt's 
reaction has been more than admirable. 

“It's been hard for me to see him go 
through that,” Knight said, “Miguel, he’s a 
great guy and | don't think he deserves any- 
thing like cancer. He's strong and I love the 
way that he battled back through it. You 
probably wouldn't know he went through 
anything like that by watching him, but he's 
handled everything the way a team leader 
and a team captain should.” 


n Merritt’s first game for Alabama last 

season, a 38-31 Tide win over Brigham 

Young University, he played at inside 
linebacker on five snaps, collecting two 
tackles, in addition to seeing action on 10 
special teams plays. 

“It was a whole different experience, my 
first game here,” Merritt said. “I was used to 
playing in front of 300 people, Playing in 
front of 85,000 was amazing.” 

Throughout the remainder of the 1998 
season, Merritt was mainly used on special 
teams and as a reserve in the secondary as a 
safety until the injury-riddled Alabama 
squad played in its final regular season 
game, against Auburn in Birmingham. 
Merritt collected a pair of tackles in the 
game and snagged his first interception 
while playing a season-high 18 snaps at 
linebacker. 

When spring practices arrived, Merritt 
said he used the time to thoroughly learn 
the Tide defense and solidify the move to 
linebacker. He was named winner of the Lee 
Roy Jordan Headhunter Award and earned a 
spot at the top of the Tide's depth chart for 
his senior season before his cancer diagno- 
sis. 

Tide Delensive Coordinator and Outside 
Linebackers Coach Ellis Johnson said 
Merritt's leadership abilities, while not ne~ 
essarily prototypical, are a plus to the team, 
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Everything has not gone well this year for senior linebacker Miguel Merritt. Most seriously, he had 
summer surgery to remove a malignant tumor from his vocal cords. He also suffered the indignity of 
being suspended for Alabama's first game this season. But on the good side, he was elected team cap- 


tain by his teammates. And he plans to have a fun senior season. 


“He has worked really hard, and overcome a 
lot,” Johnson said. “He’s not a natural, vocal 
leader, but I can tell the players respond to 
him. They have seen him on film, they 
know what he does on the field, and he’s 
physical-a hitter. I think the players like it 
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when he is out there, and they respond to 
his leadership in that way.” 

Merritt said his work with Johnson and 
Inside Linebackers Coach Jeff Rouzie during 
the spring boosted his game, but admitted 
that he still needs some work. 


“I got the defense down pat in the spring 
and I learned a lot,” Merritt said. “It gave me 
time to learn, and Coach Johnson and 
Coach Rouzie helped me a lot. I still need to 
make improvements on my reads. I don’t al- 
ways get them down, but I am working on it 
and will get better.” 

Merritt was suspended for the Tide’s open- 
er against Vanderbilt for missing classes last 
season along with Knight and fellow 
linebacker Chris Horne, and said the sus- 
pension will also make him work harder to- 
ward his goals of leading the Tide in tackles, 
being an All-Southeastern Conference selec- 
tion and aiding in a run at Alabama's 13th 
national championship. 

“It put me behind a bit, with more people 
on the team having more tackles, but | am 
going to try my best to make up for it. Right 
now I am working everyday in practice, 
whether I will play or not, and it is going to 
make me work harder to reach my goals. 
Mainly I want to lead the team to a national 
championship because here in Alabama ev- 
erybody wants you to win no matter what. If 
you don’t win here, it’s like a sin.” 

“I think he has taken the suspension with 
a great attitude, and I would be surprised if 
he doesn’t come back and play hard,” 
Johnson said. 

Merritt candidly spoke about his selection 
as a team captain (along with fellow junior 
college transfer Cornelius Griffin, fellow 
Kentuckian Shaun Alexander, Chris Samuels 
and Ryan Pflugner), something he said was 
an honor that means more to him than just 
having a hand and cleat print indelibly 
placed in cement beneath Denny Chimes 
this coming spring. 

“To me it seems a bit weird since | didn’t 
play much, but I was elected as a captain,” 
he said. “I was wondering what they were 
looking at when they elected me as a cap- 
tain. It was an honor to me to be looked at 
that way, to be an inspiration for somebody 
else and have them elect me as captain. | 
hope to keep up the expectations.” 

Merritt has fought to make it to NCAA 
Division | football, to make a place in the 
Tide secondary and to beat cancer. Despite 
his battles, he said his work isn’t done—both 
on and off the field. 

“['m not going to let anything stop me 
from what I really want to do. | have my 
goals set and I am reaching my goals no 
matter what,” Merritt said. “With this can- 
cer, it needed treatment and I got it treated. 
Now, | am going to go on with my life. 

“The coaches keep telling me to keep 
going out there and keep being a leader, and 
work hard. They tell me if I have any prob- 
lems with my throat just to let them know, 
but I have had no problems. If 1 did, I'd tell 
them, but I’m going to play no matter what.” 
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Men’s Basketball: 


Newcomers 
Will Be Key 
To Success 


by Kirk McNair 


Gottfried believes this year 
is start of rebuilding job 


f the Alabama men’s basketball program 

had been a construction project, then 

Mark Gottfried’s first year as head coach 
would be tacking down some shingles and 
nailing back a few boards. The real building 
got started with recruiting for this year’s 
team. 

“I'm pretty excited,” Gottfried said. “I was 

xcited last year, but this year is when | feel 
like the building begins. A lot of the players 
will be the ones we have recruited.” 

That means a relatively young team, in- 
cluding six freshmen and two sophomores 
among the 12 scholarshiy 's. Six of 
those youngsters —five freshmen and a 
sophomore-are new to the program. 

“People ask me how good we're going to 
be,” Gottfried said. “I think there will be 
nights when we look good and nights when 
we look young. Ultimately, how good we are 
will depend on when our freshmen quit 
playing like freshmen.” 

Gottfried added that the newcomers “cer- 
tainly will hav 
That's becau 
enormous. 
the team’s top scorer in wing guard Brian 
Williams (17.3 po per game). Bama also 
lost forwards Chris Rollins (10.7 points, 5.3 
rebounds) and MC Mazique (9.4, 6.8) and 
point guard Chauncey Jones (5.2 and 3.0 as- 
sists per game) to graduation. Additionally, 
three scholarshipped players, all forw ; 
elected to leave the program. Transferring 
were Neil Ashby, Cedric Patton and Sam 
Williams. (A couple of non-scholarshipped 
players, Jason Maravich and Ray Johnston, 
also elected to give up playing.) 

That's the bad news. The good n in- 
cludes the fact that last year’s team was nota 
very good one. Bama’s record was 17-15, in- 
cluding a 7-11 mark and fifth place Western 
Division finish in the Southeastern 
Conference. Additional good news is that 

abama’s incoming recruiting class has 


Mark Gottfried begins his second season as 
Alabama's head men’s basketball coa 
and his second edition of the Crimson Tide will 
include a number of new faces. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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been generally ranked among the nation’s 
best. 

Alabama basketball players have been in 
an off-season conditioning program since 
early September. Additionally, the players 
have been involved in pick-up games almost 
daily. Formal practice begins October 16, 
and Gottfried said, “I’m anxious.” 

One problem Alabama could face is one of 
depth. Already below the permitted limit of 
13 scholarshipped players, Bama can realis- 
tically expect that number to drop to 11 able 
bodies. Travis Stinnett, a 5-11 guard, was in- 
jured in the fourth game of his freshman 
season last year and was granted a medical 
redshirt. Unfortunately, it appears that groin 
injury has not sufficiently healed and his 
basketball future is in question. 

Gottfried said, “If Travis doesn’t play—and 
that looks realistic-we are down to 11 schol- 
arshipped players. That means we are not in 
position to have a lot of injuries.” A key 
concern is having enough bodies for prac- 
tice when the margin of players is so thin. 


he cupboard is not completely bare. 

Alabama has one of the top returning 

players in the SEC in center Jeremy 
Hays, a 6-11, 235-pound senior. Hays will 
be starting for the third straight year. The 
two-time Academic All-SEC selection was a 
third team All-SEC choice last year after av- 
eraging 12.0 points and 8.4 rebounds per 
game. He actually did better in SEC games 
than in all games as he put in 12.4 points 
per game in league contests. His 10.0 re- 
bounds per game in SEC contests was best 
in the conference. Of his 12 double-doubles, 
10 came in league games. Additionally, his 
127 blocked shots ranks sixth in all-time 
Bama history. 

“I think Jeremy is developing into a real 
leader for us,” Gottfried said. “He’s had 
some success which enables him to provide 
leadership for the other guys.” 

While Hays started 31 of 32 games, some 
other Tiders have both playing and limited 
starting experience. 

After Hays, the most experienced return- 
ing player is 6-8, 235-pound sophomore for- 
ward Sam Haganis. Haganis played in all 32 
games and started 10 of them. He averaged 
4.5 points and 2.8 rebounds per game. 
There is no question that Haganis is best-re- 
membered for his heads-up play that result- 
ed in a dunk and the winning points in 
Alabama’s upset of Kentucky last year. He 
had two dunks in the final two minutes of 
that game. He was Mr. Basketball in 
Alabama in 1998. 

Guard Tarik London, a 6-1, 190-pound ju- 
nior, started seven games and also played in 
all 32 contests. He averaged 2.3 points per 
game and was a close second to Chauncey 
Jones in assists (London had 87 to Jones’ 
96). London actually had more minutes of 
playing time than Haganis last year. 

Guard Terrance “Doc” Martin, 6-3, 176, is 
a junior who played in 23 games last year, 
the second in which he has missed playing 
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The most experienced returning player for Alabama’s men’s basketball team this year is senior center 
Jeremy Hays, who is one of the outstanding performers in the SEC. 


time for knee surgery. Doc started two 
games last year. He averaged 3.7 points and 
2.3 rebounds. Last year he scored 20 points 
and pulled down seven rebounds in Bama’s 
upset victory over Kentucky. 

Moss, a 6-8, 210-pound senior center, 
played in 15 games and averaged 1.4 points. 
Most encouraging is that he had by far his 
best performance in the final game of 1999, 
the NIT first round loss to Wake Forest. He 
played 24 minutes, had a career-best 10 re- 
bounds and nine points, which tied his ca- 
reer best. 

There is one returning non-scholarshipped 
player, 6-6 redshirt freshman forward 


University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


Solomon Davis. And a player who attempted 
to walk on last year will be on the squad this 
season, He's 6-5 junior wing player Jimmy 
Bakken. 

Gottfried said, “We're asking a lot of 
Jeremy Hays in particular, but also the four 
sort of older guys—Sam Haginas, Tarik 
London, Doc Martin, and Alfred Moss—to 
take the new guys under their wings.” 


ore than those returning, the spot- 
light is expected to be on newcom- 
ers. Alabama’s recruiting class in- 
cludes a handful of players who were con- 
sidered among the nation’s best prospects 
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when they selected Gottfried and Bama. 

Schea Cotton is considered by many to be 
among the finest basketball players in the 
country. Although he is a sophomore in eli- 
gibility after having spent one year in prep 
school and one year in junior college, he is 
relatively inexperienced for someone with 
such a reputation. Injuries have cut short 
his playing time almost every season since 
he was a Parade All-America in 1996, He is a 
6-6, 215-pound wing player. 

For many years, Alabama basketball was 
among the nation’s best and built primarily 
around players from the high school ranks 
in Alabama. Gottfried went back to those 
Alabama high schools for the bulk of his 
first full recruiting class, Although he was 
unable to entice the state’s Mr, Basketball, 
Marvin Stone of Huntsville, to join the Tide 
program, Gottfried did get three excellent 
players. While Stone will be playing at 
Kentucky, Bama has added wing player Rod 
Grizzard, inside man Erwin Dudley, and 
point guard Terrance Meade. 

Grizzard, 6-8, 186, was fourth team All- 
America by Parade after leading his Central 
Park Christian team to its third consecutive 
Christian school national championship and 
earning most valuable player honors. He 
was ranked the number one small forward at 
the 1998 NIKE camp. 

Dudley, 6-8, 225, was the 3A Player of the 
Year in Alabama last year at R.C. Hatch in 
Uniontown as he averaged 23.3 points and 
15.0 rebounds in his 80 games as a three- 
year starter. He had double-doubles in 73 of 
those games. 

Meade, 6-2, 180, was injured part of his 
senior season, but still aver: aged 17.6 points 
and 4.9 assists per game. Meade, who was 
part of the outstanding AAU team that in- 
cluded Stone, Grizzard and Dudley, was 
thought by most recruiting observers to be 
leaning to Auburn, but he picked Alabama 
and said he had always been a Crimson Tide 
football and basketball fan. 

Although he wasn't listed in the same cate- 
gory as Grizzard, Dudley and Meade, D,J. 
Towns, a 6-2, 185-pound guard from 
Pleasant Grove, was a late signee by the 
Bama staff. He is an excellent shooter who 
won the three-point shooting contest at the 
state tournament. He had previously played 
two years with Grizzard at Central Park 
Christian and played with his new team- 
mates on the Alabama Ice AAU team. 
Although he had summer knee surgery, he is 
expected to be full speed when practice be- 
gins. 

The final freshman signee is Kenny 
Walker, a 6-9, 214-pound inside player from 
Jacksonville, Florida. In most years Walker 
would be the newcomer Crimson Tide fans 
would be most excited about. CNNCollege 
Recruiting ranked him the number three in- 
side player in the nation his senior year as 
he averaged 16 points, 11 rebounds and six 
blocked shots per game at Wolfson High 
School. 

The newcomers raise the level of talent in 
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Alabama's basketball program. Bama’s coach, 
who began his coaching career at UCLA and 
considers former Bruins Coach John 
Wooden his mentor, regularly speaks with 
the legendary Wooden. Gottfried revealed 
that in a recent telephone conversation, 
“Coach Wooden told me that he'd much 
rather have talent than experience,” 
Goutried said. “And I do like our talent.” 


t is difficult to predict a starting line-up 

for the Crimson Tide. And it’s likely that 

the five who start the first game wort be 
the starters at the end of the season. 

“Jeremy is pretty cemented in his posi- 
tion,” Gottfried said. “Outside of that, no 
one has a position sewed up. It's wide open.” 

Hays will be joined at the two interior po- 
sitions (center or low post or five and power 
forward or high post or four) by Haginas, 
Moss, Dudley and Walker. 

The wing spots (shooting guard or big 
guard or two and small forward or wing [or- 
ward or three) will have Cotton, Grizzard, 
Martin, Davis and Bakken as candidates. 

Point guard (or one) possibilities are 
London, Meade and Towns. 

Regardless of the line-up, Gottfried is in- 
terested in results. “I want to see if we can't 
get up and down the court better and score 
more points. We didn’t score enough last 


year (67 points per game, which was tenth 
in the SEC). And we need to score more 
points in transition. The problem is, I'm not 
sure we have enough men to play 40 min- 
utes the way we want to play.” 

Still, Gottfried expects the team “to look a 
little more like we want to look.” 

The coach said, “We could be a better 
team this year, but it may not show in the 
record. There's just no way to know for sure 
how quickly they'll develop. We have to do a 
great job of coaching them every day.” 

Gottlried will have the same coaching staff 
this year with Tom Kelsey, Robert Scott and 
Philip Pearson. Darron Boatright has re- 
placed Howard Pride as administrative assis- 
tant. 

Gottfried said the performance of the team 
will depend on how fast a player like point 
guard Terrance Meade matures. “A lot will 
be expected of Rod (Grizzard),” the coach 
said. “Schea (Cotton) has a lot of ability, but 
he has to be consistent. Doc Martin has to 
raise it a notch. Alfred Moss has to come on. 
There are a lot of questions, but I like the 
players we have to work with.” 

Goutried wouldn't begin to guess at what 
this year’s final Bama record will be. But, he 
said, “I think we're going to lay a pretty 
good foundation here this year.” That's how 
building begins. 
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Women’s Basketball Outlook: 


This Could | Look Like Earlier Tide 


by Ted James 


Bama will be built around 
guards; stars are missing 


Alabama basketball program that had 

just finished with its first losing record 
in nine years. The Tide had won only one 
Southeastern Conference game and things 
were looking pretty rough. Moody accepted 
the challenge of rebuilding that program, 
and in the next decade he and Bama have 
reached a level of success that few programs 


IE 1989, Rick Moody took over an 


in the country can match. He has never sul- 
fered a losing season—winning over 70 per- 
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cent of his games at The Capstone-and for 
the last eight years the NCAA Tournament 
has been the final destination for the 
Crimson Tide. Included in those trips has 
been a Final Four appearance. 

This season there is an odd familiarity to 
those early Moody years. The Alabama 
women’s basketball team returns only one 
starter (Nicole Carruth) from last year’s 
team, and the long list of proven superstars 
that included the likes of Niesa Johnson, 
Shalonda Enis, Yolanda Watkins and 
Dominique Canty has come to at least a 
temporary end. The Crimson Tide must find 
replacements for over two thirds of its scor- 
ing and three-fourths of its rebounding from 
last year. 

But Moody isn’t losing his mind, or even 
any sleep, over the situation as the 1999- 
2000 season approaches. He has been in this 
position before. 


 K40ROLI9 


“This season is definitely the greatest 
challenge I've faced since my first couple of 
years,” said Moody. “That's not to say that it 
is exactly the same because this time we do 
have much better talent, especially at the 
guard positions. We'll have to do an out- 
standing job of coaching and the players 
must be eager and receptive to our teaching. 
If we do and they do, I think we'll have a 
chance to be competitive.” 

Carruth, a junior, and sophomore Shondra 
Johnson will be depended upon for leader- 
ship due to the fact that they have the most 
game experience, Carruth was a full-time 
starter last year while Johnson saw action in 
every game and had several starts late in the 
season. This guard duo will be important 
members of what will likely be the backbone 
for the Crimson Tide's success this year. 

“It all starts at the guard spots,” Moody 
said. “Shondra and Nicole have played sig- 
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nificant minutes. We know what to expect 
from them and they know what to expect in 
games. | would like to see Nicole become a 
more consistent shooter while Shondra 
needs to develop more consistency in her 
conditioning.” 

Beth Vice, a sophomore who saw action in 
many games and demonstrated an ability to 
shoot from the perimeter, will likely miss 
the season. During the summer, Vice suf- 
fered her second major knee injury in as 
many years and with the time needed to 
fully rehabilitate the injury she probably will 
be redshirted this season. 

Despite the loss of Vice’s scoring on the 
wing, Moody does have plenty of quality 
depth on the perimeter beginning with a 
pair of junior college All-America signees. 
Yalika “Boo” Barnes, a former prep standout 
from Montgomery who signed with the Tide 
out of high school, arrives from Trinity 
Valley Community College where she 
earned National Junior College Player of the 
Year honors after leading Trinity to a nation- 
al title. Northwest Shoals Community 
College’s Taquilla Allen, another in-state 
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product, brings her high scoring game to 
The Capstone to bolster the Tide backcourt. 
Allen also led her junior college squad to a 
national tournament appearance. This dy- 
namic duo figure to make a quick transition 
and immediate impact at Alabama. 

“Both of these players are slashers and 
drivers,” said Moody. “Boo and Taquilla pos- 
sess outstanding basketball skills and are 
gifted athletes. One of the things I like about 
both of them is their ability to defend. In 
our guard-oriented system that is extremely 
important.” 

Senior walk-on Kari Belcher and freshman 
signee Alana Sinyard will also factor into the 
guard position for the Tide. Belcher is a 
hard-nosed competitor while Sinyard, at 5- 
11, provides Alabama with a shooting guard 
with some size. 

Another player who could factor into the 
Crimson Tide's perimeter rotation is redshirt 


freshman, Shun Hunter. Hunter, who missed 
all of last season after breaking her foot in 
the season opener, is another talented ath- 
lete. She competed in the triple jump for 
the Alabama’s track and field team last 
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spring, earning a top three finish at the SEC 
Championships. “Shun is one of our best 
athletes,” said Moody. “Late last season we 
were tempted to take the redshirt off her be- 
cause we thought she could've possibly 
made a difference for us with the things she 
can do athletically.” 

Early in his career, Moody’s teams thrived 
on the play of his guards. This squad is ex- 
pected to be that type. “I feel like this is the 
best group of guards we’ve had since the 
1994 Final Four season,” Moody said. “We 
have to be able to use the athletes, we have 
to play a 94-foot game, and we have to make 
our opponents play at our pace.” 


hile the guards are expected to 

be headlining the show, Moody 

knows that he must get some- 

thing from the inside game. This year’s 

group of post players lacks the experience 

and name recognition of previous years, but 

it does include women with exciting poten- 
tial and athleticism. 

Junior Joni Crenshaw was playing her best 

basketball last season when she injured a 


Nicole Carruth, a guard, is the most experienced member of the 1999-2000 Alabama women’s basket- 
ball team. Head Coach Rick Moody thinks this year’s team may resemble some of the early Moody edi- 


tions that relied on good guard play. 


knee against Tennessee in the SEC 
Tournament. Fully recovered, Crenshaw-the 
team’s top returning rebounder-looks to 
pick up where she left off. “Joni was really 
starting to blossom last season before she 
got hurt,” Moody said. “She has worked 
very hard over the summer and looks ready 
to return to that form. She is definitely one 
of the team leaders on and off the floor.” 
Another returner in the middle is sopho- 
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more LaNisha Cartwell. Cartwell, a former 
all-state player from Montevallo, flashed signs 
of her potential last season but will be count- 
ed on to perform at a much higher level this 
year. “I said it last year and I'll keep saying 
it,” said Moody. “For us to be completely suc- 
cessful, we need LaNisha to be a big contrib- 
utor. She may be potentially the best post 
player we have ever had. She has all the tools 
and moves around the basket, but needs to 


raise her level of consistency in all phases of 
the game to become a force for us.” 

A pair of 6-1 true freshmen will have what 
Moody calls “a golden opportunity” to make 
an immediate impact for the Crimson Tide. 
Hoover's Leigh Papisan and Ferris Peters of 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, will be counted on 
early to make their presence felt in the 
paint. “I like the potential of both Leigh and 
Ferris,” said Moody. “Leigh is very strong 
and loves to rebound while Ferris has the 
ability to also step out on the perimeter and 
make shots as a post player. I look for both 
of them to contribute to this team.” 

Sophomore walk-on Jennifer Vaughan, the 
tallest player on the Tide roster at 6-4, re- 
turns for Alabama providing depth at the 
post position. 

For a young and mostly inexperienced 
squad, Alabama's schedule does not ease this 
group into the heat of competition. The Tide 
will play a challenging schedule-excluding 
the always difficult SEC slate-for such an 
untested squad. Bama will play in tourna- 
ments at Michigan State and in Cancun, 
Mexico before the New Year arrives. 
Opponents include St. John’s, Michigan State, 
Kansas State, Drake and North Carolina State. 
In addition, the Tide will play games at 
Tulane, Akron and Memphis before starting 
SEC competition. Alabama will play only 
three home games in the 1999 half of the sea- 
son. “I believe that the road is an important 
testing ground,” said Moody. “It is something 
we must experience before SEC play. And this 
year its more important than ever, because | 
believe the league is better than ever. It is un- 
believable how many great teams we have.” 

As the season nears, many around the 
Alabama program are wondering how good 
and how far this edition of the Crimson Tide 
will go. Can this Bama achieve the level of 
success that previous teams have established? 

Only time will tell, but Moody is opti- 
mistic. “There are a lot of question marks 
but I'm looking forward to finding out the 
answers,” Moody said. “I’m excited because 
I know we have the kind of talent that I'm 
comfortable coaching from a philosophical 
standpoint. | like to play 94 feet and we 
have the players to do that. | am a little ap- 
prehensive because I haven't seen many of 
these players perform in pressure situations 
at this level. 

“This is definitely going to be a challenge, 
but I love more challenges,” Moody said 
with a smile. “Especially, when | think | 
have a chance.” 
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Alabama Basketball Rosters & Schedules 
1999-2000 Men’s Roster 1999-2000 Women’s Roster 


Name Pos Hgt Wgt Cl Exp Hometown Name Pos Hgt Cl Exp Hometown 
Jimmy Bakken G/F 6-6 205 Jr HS Carrollton, Texas Taquilla Allen G/F 5-10 je JC Pleasant Grove 
Schea Cotton G/F 6-5 215 So JC Long Beach, Calif. Yalika “Boo" Barnes G 5-9 Jr JC Montgomery 
Solomon Davis F 6-6 210 Fr RS Mobile Kari Belcher G 5 Sr 2L Mount Olive 
Erwin Dudley F/C 6-8 225 Fr HS Uniontown Nicole Carruth G 5-8 Jr 2b Sulligent 

Rod Grizzard G 6-8 186 Fr HS Birmingham Lanisha Cartwell F 62 So IL Montevallo 
Sam Haginas C/F 6-8 235 So IL Mobile Joni Crenshaw F 61 Jr 2L Meridian, Miss. 
Jeremy Hays C 6-10 231 Sr 3L Boaz Shun Hunter F 5-11 Fr RS Pensacola, Fla. 
Tarik London G 6-1 190 Jr 2L Savannah, Ga. Shondra Johnson G 5-9 So IL New Orleans 
Terrance Martin G 6-3 185 Jr 2L Tuscaloosa Leigh Papisan F 6-1 Fr HS Hoover 
Terrance Meade G 6-2 180 Fr HS Scottsboro Ferris Peters F 6-1 Fr HS Baton Rouge, La. 
Alfred Moss F 6-8 210 Sr 2L Newnan, Ga. Alana Sinyard G 5-1) Fr HS Anderson 
Travis Stinnett G 5-11 165 Fr RS Maryville, Tenn. Jennifer Vaughan C 6-4 So IL Marietta, Ga, 
DJ. Towns G 6-2 185 Fr HS Pleasant Grove Beth Vice G/F 35-11 So IL Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Kenny Walker F/C 6-9 214 Fr HS Jacksonville, Fla. 


1999-2000 Men’s Schedule | 1999-2000 Women’s Schedule 


March 12 


@ Atlanta 


OCTOBER "99/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Date Opponent Central Time Date Opponent Central Time 
Nov, 5 Total Sports (Exhibition) 7:00 Noy, 2 Mississippi All-Stars (Exhibition) 7:00 
Nov. 8 Worldwide Basketball (Exhibition) 7:00 Nov, 10 Slovan Bartislavia [Slovakia] (Exhibition) 7:00 
Earth Grains Classic @ Kiel Center, St. Louis, Missouri Michigan State Holiday Classic @ East Lansing, Michigan 
Nov. 13 Northern lowa 6:00 Nov, 19 St. John’s 53:00 
Nov. 14 St. Louis 6:30 Nov. 20 Michigan State or Appalachian State TBA 
Nov. 23 Samford 7:00 
Noy. 22 Tennessee Tech 7:00 Cancun Basketball Tournament @ Cancun, Mexico 
Alabama Invitational @ Coleman Coliseum Noy. 26 Kansas State 7:30 
Nov. 26 Centenary TBA Nov. 27 Drake 7:30 
Nov. 27 LaSalle or Highpoint TBA 
Noy. 30 South Alabama 7:00 
Dec. 2 Samford (Fox SportsSouth TV) 7:00 Dec. 2 @ Tulane 7:00 
Dec. 11 @ Louisville TBA Dec. 5 @ Akron 6:00 
Dec, 18 Tennessee-Chattanooga (Fox SportsSouth TV) 1:00 Dec. LL Alabama AWM 7:00 
@ Von Braun Center, Huntsville St. Mary’s Christmas Classic @ Moraga, California 
Dec. 2] Alabama AGM 7:00 Dec. 20 Canisius, St. Mary's or Missouri-Kansas City TBA 
Fiesta Bowl Classic @ McKale Center, Tucson, Arizona Dec, 21 Consolation and championship games TBA 
Dec. 28 Delaware 7:00 
Dec. 30 Arizona or North Carolina-Wilmington TBA Dec. 29 @ Memphis 7:00 
Jan. 6 Belmont 7:00 
Jan. 5 @ LSU 7:00 Jan. 9 Georgia 2:00 
Jan, 8 Mississippi State 7:00 Jan. 13 @ Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 15 @ Georgia (Jefferson Pilot TV) 1:30 or 4:00 Jan, 20 @ Ole Miss 7:00 
Jan. 19 Arkansas 7:00 Jan, 23 Mississippi State 2:00 
Jan, 22 Florida (Pay-Per-View) 7:00 Jan. 27 Kentucky 7:00 
Jan. 29 Ole Miss 7:00 Jan. 30 Ole Miss 2:00 
Feb. 2 @ Auburn (CSSE TV) 7:00 Feb, 3 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Feb. 5 LSU 7:00 Feb, 6 @ Tennessee 2:00 
Feb. 9 @ Arkansas (Jefferson Pilot TV) 7:00 Feb. 10 LSU 7:00 
Feb. 12 Vanderbilt 7:00 Feb, 13 Auburn (Fox SportsSouth TY) 2:00 
Feb, 16 @ Kentucky (Jefferson Pilot TV) 7:00 Feb. 17 @ South Carolina 6:00 
Feb, 19 @ South Carolina 6:30 Feb, 20 Vanderbilt 2:00 
Feb, 22 Auburn (ESPN TV) 6:00 Feb, 24 @ Georgia 6:00 
Feb. 26 Tennessee (Jefferson Pilot TV) 1:00 Feb, 27 @ Florida 2:00 
March | @ Ole Miss 7:00 March 2- Southeastern Conference Tournament 
March 4 @ Mississippi State 2:00 March 5 @ Chattanooga 
March 9- Southeastern Conference Tournament 
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No Void In Skill Position Players 


by James Edwards 


Backs, wide receivers, 
kickers drawing attention 


hile the state of Alabama seems 
to be running over in big men 
football prospects this year, the 
state’s high school senior skill players have 
taken a back seat insofar as publicity. The 
bulk of the football recruiting conversations 
this year are centered around the fabulous 
four defensive linemen (Mac Tyler, Antwan 
Odom, Anthony Bryant, Marcus White). 
However, that does not mean there are not 
top quality skill position players in Alabama 
high schools. There are some bona fide skill 
players who will receive major college of- 
fers. Alabama may or may not be involved 
with these players. Alabama has to be very 
selective with its scholarship offers this year 
because of the limit of 85 on scholarshipped 
football players. Bama is expected to bring 
in about 20 new players in the upcoming re- 
cruiting class. 

Here is a look at some of the top high 
school prospects playing in offensive and 
defensive backfield positions, at wide receiv- 
er spots, or kicking. Players are listed alpha- 
betically by position. 

Quarterback 

Parker Anderson, 6-1, 175, 4.6, from 
Pelham High School in Pelham, took over 
the reins from Tyler Watts, and started his 
development with the same system that 
made Watts a star. Anderson has a very good 
touch on his pass, and he adapts to game 
situations very well, His stock could really 
increase with a great senior year. He is get- 
ting looks from UAB, Samford, Troy State, 
Southern Miss, and Vanderbilt. 

Anthony Mayo, 6-1, 210, 4.7, from 
Etowah County in Attalla, could be the best 
up-and-coming quarterback in the state. He 
had an eye-opener in the state finals against 


Corey Larkins 
Blount, and he realized he has the tools to 
become a top signal-caller. He passed for 
1,400 yards as a junior. He is being watched 
by Kentucky, Georgia Tech, Vanderbilt, 
Southern Miss, Ole Miss, and Auburn. 

Lucas McMichen, 6-2, 220, 4.8, from Sand 
Rock in Leesburg, may be the best quarter- 
back in the Class 2A classification, He led 
his team to a state runner-up finish as a ju- 
nior, while throwing for 2,034 yards. He has 
thrown for 4,474 yards in his career. He is a 
first team all-state member and the 
Cherokee County Offensive MVP. He is al- 
ready qualified and is looking hard at UAB, 
Jacksonville State, and Auburn, 

Phillip Rivers, 6-5, 210, 4.8, from Athens 
in Athens, is easily the best senior field gen- 
eral in Alabama this year. He has great size 
and he has the arm to throw the deep ball 
with accuracy. He has very good mobility, 
terrific height, and wemendous leadership. 
He passed for 1,380 yards and 17 touch- 
downs as a junior, plus he rushed for 267 
yards and eight more touchdowns. He loves 
the pressure of a challenge. He has interest 
in Auburn, Ole Miss, Mississippi State, 
fennessee, Alabama, and Kentucky. 

Rick Taylor, 6-5, 195, 4.85, from New Life 
Christian Academy in Millbrook, is a very 


talented, but virtually unknown quarterback 
who dominated the eight-man football 
league as a junior. He loves to throw the 
deep ball, the out patterns, and the fades. He 
has great touch and he displayed it by 
throwing for 3,146 yards and 51 touch- 
downs. He is getting to showcase his arm as 
a senior against 11 man competition. He is 
getting inquiries from Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida State, Ole Miss, Troy State, and UAB. 

Other quarterbacks receiving attention in- 
clude: 

Josh Averett, 6-5, 190, 4.8, Brookwood; 
Sam Clark, 6-1, 180, 4.5, Jacksonville; Corey 
Dueitt, 5-11, 180, 4.6, Hoover; Stuart Floyd, 
6-2, 200, 4.7, Clay Chalkville; Tyyun Green, 
6-2, 180, 4.6, Prichard Blount; J.P Holly, 6- 
1, 190, 4.6, Millbrook Stanhope Elmore; B.J, 
King, 6-4, 185, 4.6, Guntersville; Kerry 
Rhodes, 6-3, 180, 4.6, Bessemer Jess Lanier; 
and Zac White, 6-5, 220, 4.8, Gardendale. 

Runningback 

Robert Gant, 6-0, 190, 4.6, from 
Briarwood Christian, is the Class 3A State 
Championship Game MVP, and he is a back 
who runs with power, He rushed for 1,231 
yards and 20 touchdowns as a junior, de- 
spite sharing playing time. He is hearing 
from the likes of UAB, Southern Miss, 
Vanderbilt, Ole Miss, and Samford. 

Derek Graves, 6-2, 205, 4.5, from Holl, is 
unquestionably the state's number one run- 
ner. He has great size and speed, and he 
comes to play every night. He showed he 
could carry the load as a junior. He raced his 
way to 2,300 yards and 31 touchdowns in 
leading his team to the state quarterfinals. 
Despite playing just minutes from The 
Capstone, Alabama is reportedly showing 
only mild interest in him. He is leaning to 
Auburn over Tennessee, Georgia, Mississippi 
State, Nebraska, Ole Miss, and LSU. Word 
has it that all of those have made offers. 

Brian Hankins, 5-11, 180, 4.5, from 
Walker in Jasper, is an explosive back who 
hits the hole with blinding speed. He 
touched the ball just 96 times as a junior 
and scored on 14 of those occasions. He is 
the son of former Alabama halfback Linnie 
Patrick. If he can get his grades in order, his 
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value will sky-rocket as a senior. He has in- 
terest in Alabama, Auburn, UAB, Mississippi 
State, and Southern Miss. 

Mario Harris, 5-11, 190, 4.55, from 
Courtland, is a quarterback turned running- 
back as a senior. He has been the offensive 
leader for the Chiefs the past three seasons 
and last year he accounted for 925 yards of 
total offense. He upped his stock in the sec- 
ond game of his senior year by out-rushing 
the state's leading runner, Derrick Graves. 
He runs with power. He is getting looks 
from Louisville, UAB, North Alabama, 
Jacksonville State, and Memphis. 

Senterrio Landrum, 5-9, 165, 4.39, from 
Sweet Water, is the state’s fastest runner and 
a player who could be considered a role 
model. He is a National Honor Society 
member in advanced classes (GPA-3,0, ACT- 
21). He also is a superb runner who had 
1,300 yards and 20 touchdowns as a junior. 
He is an all-state selection who comes from 
a very athletic family. His dad (Cedric) and 
cousin (Darryl) played professional baseball, 
while his uncle (Michael) played football at 
Alabama. He has interest in Florida State, 
Alabama, Auburn, Southern Miss, and 
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as a junior. He also could play defense 
where he had 82 tackles and three intercep- 
tions. He is looking at Auburn, Georgia 
Tech, Alabama, South Carolina, Mississippi 
State, Central Florida, and Kentucky. 

Trey Ward, 5-11, 180, 4.5, from Hartselle, 
is the top rusher in the North Alabama re- 
gion and a breakaway runner whose stock is 
rising. He is strong, fast, and elusive. He car- 
tied the ball 183 times as a junior for 1,531 
yards and 27 touchdowns. His senior year is 
already off to a bang. He is being sought 
after by South Carolina, Tennessee, Auburn, 
Mississippi State, and Georgia. 

Justin Williams, 5-9, 160, 4.55, from 
Tallassee, is a workhorse. Last year he had 
316 rushes for 2,051 yards and 22 touch- 
downs. He is expected to begin his college 
career at the junior college level. 

Here are some other runningbacks to keep 
in mind: 

Jeremiah Bonds, 5-8, 175, 4.5, Huntsville 
Johnson; Jeremy Burkhalter, 5-10, 180, 4.8, 
Daleville; Lanier Cheattum, 6-1, 185, 4.55, 
Sheffield; Bo Daniels, 6-0, 190, 4.5, Brantley; 
Tracy Eatmon, 5-10, 195, 4.5, Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest; Tyson Hale, 6-2, 205, 4.6, Mobile 
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Murphy; Joel Hastings, 5-11, 170, 4.6, 
Tuscaloosa American Christian; Marcus 
Johnson, 6-0, 175, 4.3, Cherokee Vocation- 
al; Sammie Johnson, 5-11, 205, 4.5, Camden 
Wilcox Central; Corace Lee, 6-0, 185, 4.4, 
Tuscaloosa Central; Archie Niles, 5-11, 185, 
4.6, Prichard Vigor; Bryan Thompson, 6-1, 
185, 4.5, Prichard Vigor; and Cory 
Whisenant, 6-3, 180, 4.55, Springville. 
Wide Receiver 

Bill Flowers, 6-0, 178, 4.4, from Pelham, is 
a speedster who comes [rom a lootball fami- 
ly. His father, Richmond Flowers, was a star 
at Tennessee, and his brother, Richmond III. 
currently plays for Duke, He runs great 
routes, uses his speed to his advantage, and 
plays in a system that displays his talents. 
He had 56 receptions for 1,100 yards and six 
touchdowns as a junior, He has camped at 
Ole Miss and that is the leader over North 
Carolina, Duke, Auburn, Georgia Tech, 
Florida State, and Oklahoma. He is easily 
qualified. 

Larry Howell, 6-3, 185, 4.6, from Vigor in 
Prichard, is tall and lanky and uses his 
height to out-jump opponents for the ball in 
the red zone, He should qualify and he has 
his eyes on Auburn, Florida State, 
Mississippi State, Alabama, and Georgia 
Tech. 

Triandos Luke, 6-0, 175, 4.4, [rom Phenix 
City Central, is a run-away winner as the 
best receiver prospect in Alabama this year. 
He possesses great speed, terrific hands, and 
the ability to set up defensive backs. He had 
only 17 receptions as a junior for 396 yards 
and three touchdowns. He also rushed for 
600 yards and five touchdowns. He is an all- 
area and all-bi-city selection who has 
camped at Alabama, Auburn, and Tennessee. 
He lists those three as favorites along with 
Florida, Ole Miss, Georgia, South Carolina, 
North Carolina State, and Southern Miss. 

Michael McGrew, 6-3. 187, 4.48, from 
Shades Valley in trondale, is a sleeper who 
really came into his own as a junior when he 
caught 24 passes for 460 yards and four 
touchdowns. He is a deep threat as well as a 
possession-type receiver, He has camped at 
Georgia Tech and Vanderbilt and they are 
the front-runners. He is being evaluated also 
by the likes of Alabama, Auburn, Virginia, 
Mississippi State, and Ole Miss. 

Chris Nesmith, 6-0, 175, 4.47, from New 
Life Christian Academy in Millbrook, 
moved to Alabama [from Gainesville, 
Florida. He quickly made his presence [elt 
in the eight-man football league. He has be- 
come a hot commodity as he now holds the 
state record for touchdown receptions (66), 
and his senior year is just starting. As a ju- 
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nior he had 77 receptions for 1,955 yards 
and 34 touchdowns. In his senior year he is 
playing against |1-man competition. He 
camped at both Auburn and Alabama. The 
Tigers have a slim lead over Florida, Georgia 
Tech, Alabama, UAB, and many more. 

Derrian Walker, 5-11, 185, 4.4, from Jess 
Lanier in Bessemer, is perhaps the state's 
number one sleeper, He plays on a run-ori- 
ented tearm and that has kept his ability hid- 
den somewhat, but he is being discovered as 
a senior. After making just 12 receptions for 
185 yards and two touchdowns as a junior, 
through three games of his senior season he 
had nine receptions for 253 yards and six 
touchdowns. He also had run reverses of 37 
and 39 yards with one touchdown, As a 
strong safety he had 12 tackles and two in- 
terceptions in his first three games. He 
camped at Auburn and Alabama. He is a 
very strong lean to the Tide over Auburn, 
Arkansas, Mississippi State, Ole Miss, and 
MTSU. 

Von Webb, 5-11, 175, 4.4, from Athens, is 
a major sleeper who is starting to make his 
presence known as a senior. He has always 
had the speed, and he is a threat to go deep 
or across the middle to make big plays. He 
has the advantage of playing with an excel- 
lent quarterback in Rivers. He should quali- 
fy and is getting strong interest from 
Auburn, Ole Miss, Mississippi State, UAB, 
Louisville, and Southern Miss. 

Some other wide receiver prospects in- 
clude: 

Ron Abernathy, 6-0, 170, 4.55, 

Russellville; Brian Bostick, 6-0, 180, 4.55, 
Cullman; Zack Burnett, 6-3, 170. 4.54, 


Brantley; Jerricho Cotchery, 6-1, 180, 4.5, 
Birmingham Phillips; Jamaal Greer, 6-2, 190, 
4.55, Auburn; Josh Hutchens, 6-2, 170, 4.5, 
Attalla Etowah County; Arthur Madise, 5- 
11, 160, 4.5, Prichard Vigor; Thurman 
Pearson, 6-0, 188, 4.6, Silas Southern 
Choctaw; and Corey McKenzie, 6-3, 180, 
4.5, Lanett. 
Defensive Back 

Derrick Ansley, 6-1, 175, 4.5, from 
Tallassee, is a gifted athlete who starts at 
quarterback as well as free safety and is a 
leader on both sides of the ball. He had 788 
yards of total offense and nine touchdowns, 
while he amassed 80 tackles and eight inter- 
ceptions on defense. He was the defensive 
back MVP at Auburn's camp and they lead 
the likes of Ole Miss, Alabama, Arkansas, 
and Troy State. He should qualify. 

Terrell Doss, 6-1, 187, 4.56, from 
Theodore, is another talented athlete who 
plays quarterback and free safety. He com- 
pares favorably to former Theodore star, 
Terrance Parrish, who now stars at Southern 
Miss. Terrell has started for three seasons. 
He is looking at Auburn, Alabama, Southern 
Miss, Mississippi State, and Tulane. 

Ron Griffin, 6-2, 190, 4.5, [rom Tallassee, 
isa high school linebacker who will move to 
strong safety in college. His junior year was 
his first year in football and he posted 102 
tackles from his linebacker position. As a 
bonus he has a 38-inch vertical jump that 
comes into play in pass coverage. He attend- 
ed two camps (Auburn, Troy State) and he 
turned in 40-yard dash times of 4.47 on the 
track at Troy, and 4.52 on grass at Auburn. 
Auburn is the leader, followed by Florida 
State, UAB, Troy State, and Ole Miss. 

Jermaine Howard, 6-1, 178, 4.55, from 
Etowah County in Attalla, plays cornerback 
but he is more known for his kick-blocking 
skills. He has a good chance to become the 
state’s all time leader in blocked kicks. He 
had 14 (seven as a sophomore, seyen as a ju- 
nior) going into his senior season, and that’s 
just three short of the record., He is an 
agressive cornerback who produced 140 
tackles and five interceptions his junior year. 
He has interest in Alabama, Auburn. 
Michigan, Ole Miss, and Mississippi State. 

Pierre Hutchins, 5-10, 170, 4.4, corner- 
back from Tuscaloosa Central, is the top sec- 
ondary man on a typically-tough Central 
team. He has great man-to-man coverage 
skills, and he isn’t afraid to come up and 
stick his helmet on the ball carrier. He had 
65 tackles, five interceptions, and four pass 
breakups as a junior. He is very strong for a 
cornerback and he is already qualified. He 
presently has an offer from Georgia Tech and 
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they lead Alabama, Auburn, Mississippi 
State, Ole Miss, and UAB. 

Corey Larkins, 3-9, 172 
Opelika, is an all purpose star who is the 
featured attraction on his team. He is the 
playmaker on offense, defense, and special 
teams. Offensively, he had 64 carries for 564 
yards and eight touchdowns, while defen- 
sively he had 40 tackles and six intercep- 
tions as a free safety. He had 11 kickoff re- 
turns for 312 yards. He will probably move 
to cornerback in college, Despite playing 
near Auburn, the Tigers don't rank in his 
top three schools. He favors Alabama, 
Arkansas, and Georgia, but is also consider- 
ing Auburn, Clemson, and Tennessee. 

Mario Stanley, 5-9, 176, 4.5, from Athens, 
is a versatile player who is the highest rated 
member of a strong team that has three 
major prospects. He is their top running- 
back (822 yards, 16 touchdowns as junior), 
their best receiver (15 receptions, 218 yards, 
three touchdowns), and their best defensive 
back (85 tackles, four interceptions), He can 
also be a return specialist. He will likely be 
at cornerback in college. He is favoring 
Auburn over Ole Miss, Mississippi State, 
Alabama, Tennessee, and Louisville. 

Darrius Taylor, 6-1, 200, 4.4, from 
Cherokee Vocational, is a hard-hitting 
strong safety. He has accumulated 185 tack- 
les and three interceptions over the past 
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three seasons. He also plays fullback on of- 
fense. He camped at Tennessee and Auburn 
and they are both evaluating him, plus Ole 
Miss, Mississippi State, UAB, and North 
Alabama. 

Neika Willis, 5-9, 180, 4.56, cornerback 
from Loachapoka, is a major sleeper from a 
very small school. He had 80 tackles as a 
junior, but what really stands out is his 11 
interceptions last season. He has 18 career 
interceptions. He is getting strong consider- 
ation from Auburn, UAB, Southern Miss, 
Central Florida, Troy State, and Georgia 
Southern, 

Other defensive backs to watch are: 

Gary Banks, 6-1, 181, 4.6, Silas Southern 
Choctaw; Shon Bracy, 6-1, 180, 4.5, Prichard 
Blount; Rayshaun Bradley, 5-11, 175, . 35 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; Jason Clay, 5-11, 175, 
4.4, Parrish; Derrick Davis, 6-3, 215, ;. 5, 
Daleville; Evan Franklin, 5-11, 185, 4.5, 
Birmingham Tarrant; Donald Johnson, 5-10, 
193, 4.45, Opelika; Roderick Moore, 6-0, 
175, 4.4, Prichrd Vigor; Andrec Nicholson, 
5-9, 180, 4.54, Camden Wilcox Central; 
Cody Roberts, 6-3, 190, 4.5, Millbrook 
Stanhope Elmore; Terrance Sinclair, 6-2, 
195, 4.5, Wetumpka; and John Sweatt, 6-3, 
190, 4.6, Irvington Alma Bryant. 
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Kicking Specialist 

Jeremy Braman, 6-0, 175, 4.7, place-kicker 
from Daleville, is a very consistent kicker 
who is receiving quite a bit of attention from 
major college coaches. He is very accurate 
and is cool under pressure. He kicked 12 
field goals as a junior including a 55-yarder. 
He gets very good height on his kick and his 
kickoffs are long. Florida State is showing 
interest along with Alabama, Auburn, and 
others, 

Jared Chiarella, 6-1, 175, 4.7, place-kicker 
from Hewitt-Trussville, was perfect as a ju- 
nior going 10 -for-10 on field goals and 34- 
for-34 on extra points. He has a very strong 
leg that allows him to find the end zone 60 
per cent of the time on his kickoffs. He at- 
tended both the Alabama and Auburn camps 
and is considering both of them along with 
Florida, Florida State, and Georgia. 

Zach Kaye, 5-8, 168, 4.7, place-kicker 
from Tuscaloosa Central, is considered by 
many to be the state’s number one kicker, 
due to the fact that he has a 70 per cent ac- 
curacy rate over his career, he has made 
many of his kicks in game-winning situa- 


tions, and he is the state record holder in 
consecutive PATs (over 60). He was 11 of 12 
in field goals as a junior with a long of 51, 
plus he has a 5.0 second hang time on his 
kickoffs. He is reaching the end zone with 
his kickoffs as a senior and that will help his 
value. He has camped at Alabama, Auburn, 
and Notre Dame. He is geuting looks from 
Alabama, Auburn, Florida, Florida State, 
and the Mississippi schools. 

Matthew Sanders, 6-2, 220, 4.7, punter 
from Ashville, is the best punting prospect 
in the South, perhaps in the nation. He is 
the Super All State punter after a junior year 
in which he averaged an incredible 47.3 
yards per kick, Additionally, he put nine 
kicks out inside the five-yard line as a ju- 
nior. He has excellent hang time. He has a 
linebacker mentality because he actually 
plays both linebacker (90 tackles last year) 
and quarterback in high school, in addition 
to punting. He has committed to Alabama. 

Other kicking prospects include: 

Nick Hayes, 6-0, 185, 4.7, Shades Valley; 
Ty Neil, 5-10, 150, 4.7, Vestavia Hills; and 
Phillip Yost, 6-1, 175, 4.7, Auburn. 
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Robert Scott 

Alabama Assistant Basketball Coach Robert 
“Rah-Rah" Scott has begun chemotherapy 
treatment for stomach cancer. 

Seout, 41, was a two-time captain of the 
Crimson Tide in his playing career. Although 
he will remain a part of the Bama staff during 
his treatment, his recruiting duties were 
turned over to Philip Pearson. 

In a statement released through Alabama's 
Media Relations Department, Scott said, “I 
have been diagnosed with somach cancer 
and 1 will be pursing treatment, My family 
and I know that God is on our side as. we at- 
tempt this fight. 1 have always been a song 
and determined individual. 'm looking upon 
this with none other than a positive attitude. 
My wife, children and | ask you to keep us in 
your prayers daily as we attempt this battle.” 

He and his wile, Cynthia, have three chil- 
dren; Robert, 16; Daniel, 11; and Rahshae, 7. 

Head Coach Mark Gottlried said, “Rah-Rah 
is more than my co-worker; he’s one of my 
best friends. | know he's a fighter, | know 
he’s going to attack this situation like he 
would anything else. He's one of the most re- 
silient people (ve ever been around. I'm 
going Lo support him and pray for him, and 
we'll celebrate when he beats it.” 

Three years ago Kermit Koenig, then in his 
first year as an assistant basketball coach to 
David Hobbs, was diagnosed with cancer. He 
is currently working with the basketball Tide 
Pride program and has been active in the 
“Coaches Against Cancer” campaign, which 
Alabaina participates in. 


Sewell-Thomas Update 

Major renovations are under way at Sewell- 
Thomas Stadium, the home of the Crimson 
Tide baseball team, and the anticipated com- 
pletion date is February 1, 2000. 

The main attraction at The Joe this season 
will be the addition of 2,300 seats, which 
will bring the stadium's capacity to 6,400. 
The Tide has sold out all season ticket pack- 
ages and all home games each of the last two 
seasons and the additional 2,300 seats will 
give more people the opportunity to watch 
the Crimson Tide play this season. 

The process. began in June, and according 
to Bobby Rice. director of Athletic Facilities, 
the project is going well. The demolition 
project at Sewell-Thomas Stadium is “90 per- 
cent complete,” Rice said. The foundation 
has been poured for the permanent addition 
and the concrete block is being erected, The 
extension of the grandstand is being added 
down the right field line. 

In order to accommodate this extension, 
the bleachers have been moved from the 
right field foul line to left field foul lines and 
both bullpens will be in foul territory this 
season. 

In addition to the new permanent grand- 
stand, the stadium will offer several other fea- 
tures this season. The expansion will also in- 
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clude indoor batting cages and pitching ma- 
chines, which will be used on extremely cold 
and rainy days. In the past, the baseball team 
has had to use the Hank Crisp Indoor facility 
during inclement weather and scheduling the 
facility had often been a problem. 

The Crimson Tide will move from the third 
base dugout to the first base dugout and be- 
hind the dugout will be a state-of-the-art 
locker room and players lounge. The expan- 
sion will also include training rooms, equip- 
ment room, umpires dressing room, coach's 
locker room and a multipurpose lounge be- 
hind the third base dugout. 

The fans will also benefit from the expan- 
sion, The project calls for five additional 
concession stands and men’s and women’s re- 
strooms to be added throughout the facility. 
The media will also benefit as well. The 
press box is being renovated as the Crimson 
Tide Suite has been converted to a full press 
box to allow for more seating in the press 
box for the working media, The press box 
will get new carpet and an elevator for hand- 
icap access. 

The final stage of renovations is taking 
place on the field and should be completed 
by the middle of October, The field has been 
regraded, which includes a new drainage sys- 
tem under the field, a new sprinkler system 
and new sod. The grass was planted in early 
September and is growing each day. In addi- 
tion the infield has been skinned and warn- 
ing tracks have been re-done. 

The new fence and padded wall should 
also be in place soon. The materials have 
been ordered and the fence is expected to be 
completed October 15. The wall will be 
padded later in the year. 

With the expansion of Sewell-Thomas 
Stadium and the current construction at the 
facility, Coach Jim Wells has delayed the start 
of fall practice. The Crimson Tide normally 
begins its four-week fall drills in late 
September, but this year practice is not ex- 
pected to begin until mid- or late-October. 


Attendance Leader 

For the second consecutive year, the 
Alabama baseball team ranked in the top five 
among Division I baseball's national atten- 
dance leaders, according to a report released 
by the NCAA. Alabama ranked third among 
the 321 Division I baseball teams in total at- 
tendance with 172,262 fans. The Crimson 
Tide also ranked filth in average attendance 
with 4,201 fans per game. “We are pleased 
that baseball continues to grow at The 
University of Alabama,” sixth-year Head 
Coach Jim Wells said, 

“We have set attendance records every year 
and that is a tribute to the hard work of our 
players and coaches and the loyal allegiance 
of our many fans. With the current stadium 
expansion we hope to increase those num- 
hers even more this season and for many, 
many years to come” 


The Crimson Tide has sold out every home 
game for the previous two seasons. In 1998, 
Alabama ranked fifth in average attendance 
and fifth in total attendance, Alabama 
showed an average attendance increase of 
558 fans per game last season over its 1998 
totals. 

The SEC placed five teams in the Top 10 
and seven teams among the nations Top 20 
attendance leaders, LSU led the nation in at- 
tendance for the fourth consecutive year, 
drawing an NCAA record 271,888 fans to 
Alex Box Stadium last year. The Tigers aver- 
aged 7,155 per game in 1999. 

Other SEC schools among the national 
leaders included Arkansas (6th. 113,403), 
Mississippi State (7th, 106,733), Auburn 
(9th, 104,560), Florida (14th, 82,236) and 
Ole Miss (18th, 34.606). 


Basketball Tickets 

There's a change in tickei prices for the 
1999-2000 men’s basketball season. Prices 
for adult reserved tickets climbs from $10 to 
$12, but, in a family friendly move, kids 15 
and under can now attend basketball games 
on a $6 reserved ticket, And [ans get two 
free sneak peaks at the 1999-2000 squad as 
the November 5 and November 8 home ex- 
hibition games will have no admission 
charge. 

Fans tired of hiking to basketball games 
may want to take advantage of an opportuni- 
ty to join the basketball team’s booster club, 
The Tuscaloosa Tip-Off Club, In addition to 
hosting events, like the October 14 *Meet 
the Team” pre-season barbecue and the post- 
season awards banquet as well as basketball 
affiliated speakers throughout the season, 
members in the Tip-Olf Club can purchase a 
season parking pass Jor the lot at Coleman 
Coliseum for $50. Tip-Off Club member- 
ships are $50 this season. To join. write: 
Tuscaloosa Tip Off Club, P.O, Box 20461, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35402. 


Cotton Connections 

Much has been written about the presence 
of sophomore Schea Cotton on Alabama's 
basketball team. He's expected to be an im- 
pact player, immediately jumping into 
Alabama’ starting lineup. 

Athletic talent goes to the highest levels in 
his family. His older brother, James, plays for 
the Chicago Bulls of the NBA, (He was a 
rookie this past season). His cousin is 
Marcus Cotton, a football All-America at 
Southern Cal in 1987 who went on to play in 
the NFL (including the Adanta Falcons). 


Olympic Fever 
Alabama junior shortstop Kelly 
Kretschman has been named an alternate on 
the Women's U.S, Olympic Softball Team. 
Kretschman will attend training camps in 
November. January and February, but will 
not miss any significant time with the 
Crimson Tide. Kretschman, the 1998 NCAA 
home run queen, was listed in the Top 20 of 
LISA Softball. 
She was one of 39 women invited to the 
U.S. Olympie Trials in Midland, Michigan, 
earlier this month to compete for one of 15 
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spots on the team that will compete at the 
Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia, next 
summer. “Out of millions of softball players, 
she is one of the top 39 in the eyes of the 
Olympic Committee,” said Alabama Head 
Coach Patrick Murphy. “This is a tremen- 
dous honor.” 

Kretschman has earned several honors dur- 
ing her first two seasons with the Crimson 
Tide. The 1999 first team All-Southeastern 
Conference player has been a first team All- 
America and All-South Region selection, She 
won the national slugging percentage (.465) 
and national home run (25) titles in 1998, 
her freshman season. Kretschman is no 
stranger to national teams, having played in 
the USA-ASA National Women’s Softball 
Festival. In 1998 she played with the 
Phoenix Sunbirds at the 1998 Canada Cup. 
Kretsechman was a member of the 1999 USA 
Blue National Team, footing that automati- 
cally gave her a shot at the Olympic team. 

The USA Softball Women’s National Teams 
have been among the most dominating of 
any sport, It has won !2 gold medals in the 
World Championships, the Pan American 
Games and the 1996 Olympies. 

Meanwhile, construction on the new solt- 
ball facility is on schedule and will be ready 
for the Crimson Tide's home opener on 
February 23 against the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham at 7 p.m. The U.S. 
Olympie Team will also hold an exhibition in 
the new stadium next summer, The date and 
time have yet to be determined. 


Nice Start 

One week into the season, Alabama soccer 
was looking up. The Crimson Tide placed 
sophomore forward Danielle Watson on the 
Soccer America Women’s Team of the Week. 
Watson's 90th minute and overtime goals 
helped Alabama upset the nationally-ranked 
Vanderbilt Commodores in the first game of 
the season, For her efforts, Watson was also 
named Southeastern Conference Player of 
the Week. The multi-goal game was 
Watsons first of her career. Bama jumped to 
18th in the nation following the 2-1 victory 
over 17th-ranked Vanderbilt. 


Cross Country Ranking 

The Alabama men’s cross country team was 
ranked 18th in the first poll of the season 
(Released September 14). The list is voted 
on by all active members of the United States 
Cross Country Coaches Association and 
compiled by Don Kopriva. The top ten: 1. 
Arkansas, 2. Stanford, 3. Colorado, 4. North 
Carolina State, 5, Wisconsin, 6, Northern 
Arizona, 7. Providence, 8. Arizona, 9. 
Oregon and 10, James Madison. 

The only other SEC member listed among 
the top 25 was Tennessee in 24th. This is 
the first time Alabama has appeared in the 
polls since November of 1997 to end the 
1997 season. 


Volleyball Milestones 

Head Coach Judy Green earned her 423th 
career Coaching victory with the Tide's sea- 
son opening 3-0 win over Furman, 

Michelle Green, Monica Morales and 
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Shelly Adamcik earned all-tournament hon- 
ors al the Tide’s first two in-season tourna- 
ments. 

Monica Morales (8153) and Michelle Green 
(742) have both moved into the career Top 
10 for kills at Alabama. Morales currently 
ranks fifth all-time and needs just (85 kills 
to reach the 1,000 Kill Club. Green is cur- 
rently ninth, 

In Alabama’s 3-1 victory over Cal State 
Fullerton, the Tide started all four true fresh- 
men on the roster. 


Spring Sports 

Although college golf and tennis are tradi- 
tionally considered spring sports, both have 
limited fall schedules that, at Alabama, in- 
clude some high-profile events. 

The Crimson Tide women’s tennis team got 
its fall started in late September hosting the 
prestigious Roberta Alison Fall Classic. 
October 8-11 the Tide will host the SEC Fall 
Coach's Classic. Other fall events are the 
Florida State Invitational in Tallahassee, 
Florida, October 15-17; the Riviera All- 
America Invitational in Los Angeles, October 
16-24; the Ole Dominion Invitational in 
Norfolk, Virginia, October 29-31, and the 
ITA South Regionals in Mobile, November 5- 
8. 

The men’s tennis team was to play at the 
Notre Dame Invitational in South Bend, 
September 24-26; the Tennessee Classic in 
Knoxville, October 1-3; the All-American 
Championships in Austin, Texas, October 
13-19; the Georgia Tech Classic in Atlanta, 
October 15-17; and the Rolex Region III 
Championships in Athens, Georgia, 
November 5-8. 

The women’s golf team was to open its sea- 
son in the Auburn Tiger Invitational, 
September 20-21. The Tide was to play in the 
Lady Buckeye Invitational in Columbus, 
Ohio, October 2-3; the Mercedes-Benz 
Collegiate Championship in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, October 15-17; and the College of 
Charleston Invitational at Kiawah Island, 
South Carolina, November 8-9. 

The men’s golf team was to participate in 
the Ram Intercollegiate in Fort Collins, 
Colorado, September 27-28; the Tournament 
of Champions in Knoxville, October 11-12; 
host the Jerry Pate Intercollegiate in 
Birmingham, October 18-19; and play in the 
Gary Koch Outback Intercollegiate in Tampa 
Bay, Florida, October 25-26, 


Amateur Qualifiers 

During the summer, former Tide golf 
standout Kathryn Cusick and current sopho- 
more linkster Sarah Johnston both qualified 
for the Women’s U.S Amateur, Cusick ad- 
vanced into the mateh-play round. 


Gymnastics Honors 

The Alabama Gymnastics team comple- 
mented its third place showing at the 1999 
NCAA Championships with a fourth place 
finish in the classroom among all collegiate 
gymnastics teams. The Tide’s combined 
3.568 grade point average was tops by a team 
that finished in the NCAA “Super-6" last sea- 
son and trailed only LSU, owner of the num- 


ber three GPA, among NCAA Division | 
schools. 

Contributing to the team honor was the 
fact that 10 of the Tide’s 15 athletes earned 
Scholastic All-America honors, a program 
best. This year’s total doubles the previous 
best of five, which came in 1998, 1997, 1996 
and 1992. The Tide has earned 46 honors 
since the award’s inception in 1991. The cita- 
tion, given by the National Association of 
Collegiate Gymnastics Coaches, requires at 
least. a 3.5 GPA. 

Mandy Chapman, a 1999 senior and co- 
captain, led the Tide with a 3.96 GPA. It was 
the second such honor for the All-America, 
who was nominated for an NCAA 
Postgraduate Scholarship at the end of last 
season. 

The Tide's Spring was a banner semester in 
ihe classroom as well as the athletic arena, In 
the 60 classes the gymnasts took, they 
brought home a grade of ‘A in 50 of them. 


Swim Assistant Named 

Alabama Head Swimming and Diving 
Coach Don Wagner, on the job since March, 
continues to fill out his staff. Wagner an- 
nounced the hiring of Mike Anderson as as- 
sociate head coach of the men’s and women’s 
teams, Anderson comes to the Crimson Tide 
from the University of Nevada, where he was 
head coach of the women's swimming and 
diving team. 

He led the Wolf Pack to a trio of top-20 
finishes at the NCAA Championships the 
last three years. Last season, in addition to a 
14th place team finish, Anderson coached ju- 
nior flyer Limin Liv to an NCAA Title in the 
200 buttertly. 

“Mike is a emendous addition to our 
staff,” Wagner said. “He brings a great deal 
of knowledge and enthusiasm to every as- 
pect of collegiate swimming.” In 10 years at 
the helm of the Wolf Pack swimming and 
diving program, Anderson racked up an im- 
pressive 105-16 (87 per cent) dual meet 
record, had three straight undefeated sea- 
sons, and posted a 44 meet winning streak. 
Nevada claimed its first championship 
under Anderson in 199]-92, when the Wolf 
Pack won the Pacilic Collegiate Swim 
Conference Championship. The Wolf Pack 
swimming and diving team was the first 
women’s program at the university lo claim 
a Big West Conference Championship in 
1995-96 en route to its lourth consecutive 
championship this past year. In fact, Nevada 
won every one of the 20 events at the con- 
ference championship. The Wolf Pack has 
also captured the Big West Conference 
Swimmer of the Year award every year since 
entering the conference in 1993-94. 

“Mike has been a key ingredient in build- 
ing our swimming and diving program into 
the most successful women’s sport,” Nevada 
Athletics Director Chris Ault said. 

In addition to Anderson, Wagner has re- 
tained Assistant Swim Coach Katie Gilbert 
and Diving Coach Pat Greenwell from 
Chuck Horton’s stall. Gilbert, a former All- 
America lor the Crimson Tide, has been on 
stall five years while Greenwell has just com- 
pleted his 11th season with Alabama. 
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hown much smaller 
than actual size of 
approximately 
11/4" long x 10" wide. 


An extraordinary re-creation, 
meticulously detailed and skillfully hand painted. 


roadway Joe Namath. Kenny “Snake” Stabler. Coach 

Paul “Bear” Bryant. They are the legends of the 
Alabama Crimson Tide, guardians of a college football 
legacy that stretches back more than a century. Boasting 
one of the nation’s finest football traditions, The 
University of Alabama has piled up 10 national 
championships and 20 Southeastern Conference titles, 
along with enrolling 16 inductees into the College Football 
Hall of Fame. Now, you can own Bryant-Denny Stadium, 
the magnificent home of this college football powerhouse. 


Officially licensed by The University of Alabama™. 


Bryant-Denny Stadium is officially licensed by the 
University of Alabama™ and features all the details that 


The Danbury Mint ¢ 47 Richards Avenue ¢ Norwalk, CT 06857 


make this hallowed gridiron one of the most memorable 
football stadiums ever. Look closely at the precisely 
re-created goal posts and the carefully sculpted stands. 
Notice, too, the authentically reproduced field markings. 

The sculpture is meticulously crafted and carefully 
hand painted by skilled artisans. Your sculpture comes 
ready for display mounted on a handsome base. 


Attractively priced; satisfaction guaranteed. 


Bryant-Denny Stadium is attractively priced at $69, 
payable in two installments of just $34.50 (plus $4.50 ship- 
ping and handling per installment). Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed. Return your Reservation Application today! 


© MBI 


RESERVATION APPLICATION 


The Danbury Mint 
47 Richards Avenue, P.O. Box 4960 
Norwalk, CT 06857 


BRYANT-DENNY STADIUM 


YES! Reserve Bryant-Denny Stadium for me as described in this announce- 
ment. If not delighted, | may return my sculpture within 30 days for replace- 
ment or refund. 


Send no 
money now. 


Signature __ 


Order subject to acceptance. Allow 4 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 


Name _ 


(Please print clearly.) 


Address 


City State Zip 


‘Name to print on Certificate of Authenticity (if different from above). 
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MAIL CHEGKOR MONEY ORDER TO: 


: 1-800-713-2261 


vi |$5.00 S&H] ALSESDENTS 
NAME SS phi : COST | SUBTOTAL | per WATCH | ano ¢% SALES TAX| 


OW STREET ADDRESS (Not P.O. Box) 
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AAAKE THE BiG PLAY... | 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Inside Scoop On Crimson Tide Football. Not just The Headlines. 


Piease Senpo Me One Year (24 Issues) 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for. subscriptions. Alabama residents 
add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


< O Payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 
story. We orofile the stars Q) Mastercard marae een 0. 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, Vise Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 iti idea, tool 
ee i Make the big play to 
yesteryear as we remember PeasePint=st=<“‘é‘(sDtC*«*é‘“<Cé<‘iC!!”!”*””~*~*«d ST Oe TID 
Alabama tradition. And for nn Gr eee 
the best and most accurate nym 2 cates 
recruiting information, ast ' New Subscript enewa___ | S@PVice, just call toll-free 


nothing compares. eee 1-800-713-2261. 
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